

































I started researching this article while at Standing Rock, after learning 
that Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had approved a $7.5 billion 
pipeline project to replace Line 3. At the time, I didn’t even know such a 
proposal was on the table. In so-called Canada, the Kinder Morgan and 
East pipelines have gotten the lion’s share of media attention. 

My first thought when I saw the map of the pipeline route was that it seemed calculated to run through areas where 
the environmental movement is weakest and where anti-oil activism would be most unpopular. My second thought 
was to ask myself what I could do to help stop it. I think that in more hostile political climates it’s even more 
important that local organizers know that they have the support of a broader movement. 

By the time I’d read a few articles I was excited about the possibilities of this campaign. Basically, Line 3 
is an aging pipeline that has reached the end of its life-span. You could also call it a ticking time bomb. My 
point here is that if the Line 3 replacement project is stopped, and if Line 3 is taken off-line, then for the first 
time in the history of the anti-pipeline movement, we won’t simply be stopping them from 
capacity, we’ll actually be reducing it. We’ll be turning the tide. 

This isn’t just about Line 3, though, nor even just about fighting the oil and gas. 

Stopping a new pipeline doesn't make the world a better place - it just keeps it from getting 
worse. I don't know about you, but I'm thirsty for something more. In the second half of this 
article, I'll delve into some ruminations on the revolutionary possibilities of anti- 








constructed by park users and attempting to 
ui d volleyball courts on the park against the 
will of park users in 1991, which UC eventually 
had to remove after years of unrest. The park 
is a symbol of past victories and is liberated 


By Loki Coyote 


I started researching this article while at Standing Rock, after learning 
that Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had approved a $7.5 billion 
pipeline project to replace Line 3. At the time, I didn’t even know such a ^ 
proposal was on the table. In so-called Canada, the Kinder Morgan and Energy 

East pipelines have gotten the lion's share of media attention. __ 

My first thought when I saw the map of the pipeline route was that it seemed calculated to run through areas * 
the environmental movement is weakest and where anti-oil activism would be most unpopular. My second thought 
was to ask myself what I could do to help stop it. I think that in more hostile political climates it’s even more 
important that local organizers know that they have the support of a broader movement. 

By the time I d read a few articles I was excited about the possibilities of this campaign. Basically, Line 3 
is an aging pipeline that has reached the end of its life-span. You could also call it a ticking time bomb. My 
point here is that if the Line 3 replacement project is stopped, and if Line 3 is taken off-line, then for the first 
time in the history of the anti-pipeline movement, we won’t simply be stopping them from expanding their 
capacity, we’ll actually be reducing it. We’ll be turning the tide. ""— " 

This isn’t just about Line 3, though, nor even just about fighting the oil and gas. 

Stopping a new pipeline doesn't make the world a better place - it just keeps it from getting 
worse. I don't know about you, but I'm thirsty for something more. In the second half of this 
article, I'll delve into some ruminations on the revolutionary possibilities of anti- 
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By Robert Sparks 

For decades, the slogan on the street when 
it comes to University of California Berkeley 
(UC) proposals to develop People's Park has 
been “they try it, we riot.” Nevertheless, UC is 
testing the waters by including People's Park 
as a potential site for a student dorm on a 
Housing Master Plan Task Force draft released 
this winter. The draft included 9 sites and 
indicates that a dorm on People's Park would 
have 200-350 beds. UC calculates that it 
needs 7,000 new housing units for the growing 
number of students. While the plan is 
preliminary and no construction is imminent, 
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By Jesse D. Palmer 

Our response to the daily tsunami of 
5 distraction, lies and contradictions has to go 

■ beyond just resistance, because that gives our 
| oppressors the power set the course, and puts 

■ us into a defensive and ultimately inferior 
| position. History is about stories and what we 
! desperately need isn't just to gum up the works 
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and the communities we build, not about 
protest marches or scuffles with flag-carrying 
morons. 

I don't have the answers and I strongly 
suspect no one does right now. Sitting with so 
much uncertainty is profoundly uncomfortabie. 

I hope we can stay present with our fears and 
confusion rather than running away or trying to 
distract ourselves, because staying present 
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By Robert Sparks 

For decades, the slogan on the street when 
it comes to University of California Berkeley 
(UC) proposals to develop People's Park has 
been “they try it, we riot." Nevertheless, UC is 
testing the waters by including People's Park 
as a potential site for a student dorm on a 
Housing Master Plan Task Force draft released 
this winter. The draft included 9 sites and 
indicates that a dorm on People's Park would 
have 200-350 beds. UC calculates that it 
needs 7,000 new housing units for the growing 
number of students. While the plan is 
preliminary and no construction is imminent, 
now is the time to signal to UC: keep your 
bloody hands off People's Park. 

People's Park is an occupation that's been 
running for 48 years — constructed without 
permission in 1969 to create a beautiful 
community on vacant UC land. UC's first 
attempt to seize back and destroy the park 
lead to rioting, police shootings that left 
bystander James Rector dead and dozens 
wounded, and a week-long National Guard 
occupation of Berkeley. The UC has always 
claimed to legally own the land on which the 
park sits on Dwight Way east of Telegraph, but 
since 1969 they have never been able to 
control it. Over the years, park users have 
practiced "user development" by building and 
tending gardens, trees and landscaping as 
determined by users, not government 
managers. It is a rare place in the city open to 
everyone, hosting a free speech stage and 
daily free food servings. 

Each time UC has tried to mess with the 
park, its been like stepping into a hornets nest. 
Unable to take back the park outright, the 
University has periodically tested the waters to 
gauge continuing support — tearing up 
gardens, destroying, freeboxes and bathrooms 
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land that still, amazingly, is mostly outside of 
the control of corporations and government. 
People's Park exists for use by people, not for 
sale or profit. 

The best way to protect the park and scare 
UC off from further discussion of development 
is to use the park as a thriving venue for 
radical action, alternative culture, art, music 
and life outside of consumerism. East Bay 
Food Not Bombs has served lunch at 3 pm 
Monday-Friday at the Park for the last 25 
years. Defending the park will take increased 
outreach about what the park means and what 
it has to offer. More info at peoplespark.org. 
Meetings are Sundays at 1 pm. 


By Jesse D. Palmer 

Our response to the daily tsunami of 
distraction, lies and contradictions has to go 
beyond just resistance, because that gives our 
oppressors the power set the course, and puts 
us into a defensive and ultimately inferior 
position. History is about stories and what we 
desperately need isn't just to gum up the works 
of petty tyrants and fools. What we really need 

— and what has been hard to formulate — is a 
powerful, clear, inspiring counter-narrative that 
meets fear with hope, hate with love, confusion 
with calm, and selfishness with community. 

What got the world to this place with 
nationalism on the rise is a striking vacuum of 
vision and positive options. While it can seem 
like climate change is off the political radar and 
almost invisible in the US, perhaps on a 
subconscious level the dying world is 
preventing us from believing in the future itself 

— pushing people towards giving in, isolation 
and tribalism. 

Or maybe it's the way capitalism and high 
tech keeps a lot of people very busy but can’t 
supply the psychic and spiritual things humans 
need. Gentrification, smart phones and all the 
rest of it systematically tears up our 
neighborhoods, our time to sit and think, 
families, culture and traditions — and we get 
no sense of meaning, place or direction to 
replace what we've lost. 

Whatever is missing that is driving so many 
of us to lose our way, our best defense against 
these forces is a good offense — and that is 
mostly about ideas, the conversations we have 
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and the communities we build, not about 
protest marches or scuffles with flag-carrying 
morons. 

I don't have the answers and I strongly 
suspect no one does right now. Sitting with so 
much uncertainty is profoundly uncomfortable. 

I hope we can stay present with our fears and 
confusion rather than running away or trying to 
distract ourselves, because staying present 
may lead to growth and insight. It's also an 
important time to hold those close to you and 
find community, find time to talk to each other, 
listen, pose questions and try to figure things 
out as best as we can. I hope we can have 
compassion for ourselves and those around us 
when we feel lost, scared, or hopeless, but 
let's not succumb to these emotions and 
become paralyzed with despair. 

We need to be much better at saying what 
we're for because you can't beat something 
with nothing. This was where the Occupy 
movement in 2011 hit a wall — many of us had 
pieces of a program but we couldn't articulate 
it clearly enough so that it could become a 
viable alternative. We weren't focused 
enough, numerous enough and socially 
diverse enough to put the solutions we were 
able to articulate into practice. 

The slogan of Resistance is helping people 
unify, but there are fundamental limits around 
organizing against a single distasteful 
individual. We can start by understanding the 
social forces that are on the rise and then 
follow through to see how they relate to the 
colonialism, racism, patriarchy and economic 

, Continued on Page 3 
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Slingshot is an independent radical 
newspaper published in Berkeley since 1988. 

The elephant in the room as we go to press 
is the increasingly pitched series of battles 
between antifascists (antifa) and white 
nationalists in the streets of Berkeley. 
Nationally reported dustups happened while 
we were making the issue and more are 
expected right after the issue gets back from 
the printing press. Slingshot is more effective 
with analysis, questions and ideas rather than 
news, which quickly overtakes a quarterly 
paper and is the main reason we don't have 
any articles on this topic in the issue. We 
welcome a variety of submissions on this topic 
for next issue, so get out your writing pens. 

We're anxious about the rise of nationalist 
violence — hate crimes, arson attacks and 
armed militias as well as provocative 
nationalist media stunts in Berkeley. The real 
question is how can radicals be strategic in 
responding so that our actions isolate, divide 
and weaken nationalists while unifying and 
strengthening tolerance and freedom. Acting 
strategically requires reflection and willingness 
to use a wide variety of tactics to achieve 
particular goals. 

Diversity of tactics needs to go both ways — 
both a willingness to use militant tactics when 
they will advance our goals, and also 
openness to using other tactics when they are 
more appropriate to a particular situation. It 
may not always be to our advantage to 
participate in our enemy's sideshow but neither 
is it acceptable to let rising fascism go 
unchallenged. 

There is both beauty and strength in the 
many ways anarchists express ourselves in 
the world — worker collectives, community 
gardens, housing coops and protest affinity 
groups. How can we engage in self defense 
when we have to, while also avoiding the trap 
of militant rhetoric and images overshadowing 
and obscuring the complex, nuanced and 
fragile simplicity of our other projects that aim 
to build a world without rulers based on mutual 



It is with mixed feelings that we announce a! 
price increase for the 2018 Slingshot 
Organizer which will be out in October, 2017. 
It's the first price increase for the pocket 
organizer since the late 1990s, and the first 
price hike for the spiral organizer since 2007. 

Your purchase of the Organizer provides 
99% of the funding source for the Slingshot 
Collective, which publishes this newspaper 
and the Organizer. Over the years, the cost of 
printing and mailing the organizer has crept up 
as has the cost of producing and distributing 
the Slingshot paper. We currently print over 
60,000 copies of the paper a year and 
distribute it free of charge to infoshops, 
bookstores and cafes around the country (and 
even some outside the country) as well as to 
2,000+ prisoners. We are a 100% volunteer 
collective and run a tight ship financially but we 
have had significant deficits the last 2 years 
and cannot continue much longer without 
reconciling this disparrity. 
******************** 

* 
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While we are against raising prices for 
philosophical reasons we also see our project 
as an opportunity for the community of radicals 
who loyally use the organizer to support the 
paper (and a good part of the Long Haul 
infoshop's overhead). We want to make the 
relationship between the organizer and the 
project clear,., organizer purchases are what 
make it all possible and we are very grateful to 
the amazing and loyal universe of Slingshot 
supporters! You are the engine that makes the 
little Slingshot train go, toot toot! 


The nuts and bolts is that we will raise the 
wholesale prices $1 for the pocket and $2 for 1 
the spiral organizers. This will be reflected in 
retail prices (which we don't have any say in). 

To soften the blow, we're going to keep the 
old retail prices at the Long Haul Infoshop 
(3124 Shattuck in Berkeley) if you can make it 
there and will offer a reduced wholesale price 
to non-profit radical projects like infoshops so 
they can keep the retail price lower as well. 

Thanks for everyone's amazing support of 
the Organizer and the Slingshot Collective 
over the last 29 years! We love you!! 


*************************************** 


Dave Linn 


1956 - 2017 



Dave Linn, an incredible, warm, giving 
radical lawyer, died March 14. Dave was an 
immigration and criminal defense attorney who 
was really in it for the cause, defending people 
with little funds. During the 1991 volleyball riots 
in People's Park in Berkeley he was always 
there, willing to help with legal actions and 
defend people in court. Later he moved to rural 
Washington where he continued lawyering for 


the little guy. "Linn started working with the 


Peace and Freedom Party in 1980s.” wrote 
Hilda Rangel, a friend. “He ran for Congress in 
1992 in California against a prominent 
Democrat at the time, winning 10,472 votes 
out of 238,939. Linn also helped organize the 
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armed militias as well as provocative 
nationalist media stunts in Berkeley. The real 
question is how can radicals be strategic in 
responding so that our actions isolate, divide 
and weaken nationalists while unifying and 
strengthening tolerance and freedom. Acting 
strategically requires reflection and willingness 
to use a wide variety of tactics to achieve 
particular goals. 

Diversity of tactics needs to go both ways — 
both a willingness to use militant tactics when 
they will advance our goals, and also 
openness to using other tactics when they are 
more appropriate to a particular situation. It 
may not always be to our advantage to 
participate in our enemy's sideshow but neither 
is it acceptable to let rising fascism go 
unchallenged. 

There is both beauty and strength in the 
many ways anarchists express ourselves in 
the world — worker collectives, community 
gardens, housing coops and protest affinity 
groups. How can we engage in self defense 
when we have to, while also avoiding the trap 
of militant rhetoric and images overshadowing 
and obscuring the complex, nuanced and 
fragile simplicity of our other projects that aim 
to build a world without rulers based on mutual 
aid and voluntary cooperation? 

We need to look at the history of fascism 
and see the connections with the current rise 
of nationalism while balancing that knowledge 
with an understanding of the more traditional 
power structures that are destroying the world 
and enslaving her people. We need tactics that 
threaten the dangerous authoritarians who 
don't wander the streets wrapped in flags but 
rather rule from fancy offices. 

Answers to these paradoxes will be written 
in the streets and from the ground up. What is 
clear no matter what is that it's time for all 
hands on deck and engaged in the struggle. 

And finally, fuck the internet. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors, etc. to make this paper. If you 
send an article, please be open to editing. 

We’re a collective but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of all collective members. 
We welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to the people who made this: 
Ashlan, Caroline, Dogfood, Dov, eggplant, 
Elke, Forest, Gogo, Hayley, Isabel, Iwasa, 
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project >he spiral organizers rnis will De reflected in 
retail prices (which we don’t have any say in). 


as has the cost of producing and distributing 
the Slingshot paper. We currently print over 
60,000 copies of the paper a year and 
distribute it free of charge to infoshops, 
bookstores and cafes around the country (and 
even some outside the country) as well as to 
2,000+ prisoners. We are a 100% volunteer 
collective and run a tight ship financially but we 
have had significant deficits the last 2 years 
and cannot continue much longer without 
reconciling this disparrity. 


philosophical reasons we also see our 
as an opportunity for the community of radicals 
who loyally use the organizer to support the 
paper (and a good part of the Long Haul 
infoshop's overhead). We want to make the 
relationship between the organizer and the 
project clear,., organizer purchases are what 
make it all possible and we are very grateful to 
the amazing and loyal universe of Slingshot 
supporters! You are the engine that makes the 
little Slingshot train go, toot toot! 


To soften the blow, we're going to keep the 
old retail prices at the Long Haul Infoshop 
(3124 Shattuck in Berkeley) if you can make it 
there and will offer a reduced wholesale price 
to non-profit radical projects like infoshops so 
they can keep the retail price lower as well. 

Thanks for everyone's amazing support of 
the Organizer and the Slingshot Collective 
over the last 29 years! We love you!! 


******************** 

* 


************* **** 


********** *********** 


» Dave linn 


1956-2017 



Dave Linn, an incredible, warm, giving 
radical lawyer, died March 14. Dave was an 
immigration and criminal defense attorney who 
was really in it for the cause, defending people 
with little funds. During the 1991 volleyball riots 
in People's Park in Berkeley he was always 
there, willing to help with legal actions and 
defend people in court. Later he moved to rural 
Washington where he continued lawyering for 
the little guy. "Linn started working with the 
Peace and Freedom Party in 1980s.” wrote 
Hilda Rangel, a friend. “He ran for Congress in 
1992 in California against a prominent 
Democrat at the time, winning 10,472 votes 
out of 238,939. Linn also helped organize the 
Oakland Tenants Union and wrote for 
Grassroots, an independent newspaper out of 
Berkeley,” Rangel wrote. “He participated in 
protests against the Vietnam War, the Iraq war 
and the Nicaragua and El Salvador 
interventions. Linn wasn’t a pacifist — he was 
an activist, a feminist and a revolutionary,” she 
said. He will be missed but his spirit inspires 
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We believe the Prison Industrial Complex is 
one of the flashpoints of class warfare and 
internal colonization in the United States. 

The Slingshot paper is mailed free of charge 
to prisoners in the US who request it, our small 
but symbolically important act of solidarity with 
those behind bars. We receive a lot of prisoner 
mail; simple requests for subscriptions but also 
submissions of writing, artwork and requests 
for penpals and for legal aid. We appreciate 
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the timeline for next issue publication. If you 
are a prisoner submitting an article please do 
your best to be concise, clear and to the 
point... the Slingshot paper is a small 
publication so every word should count. We 
don't publish poetry or fiction, and only run 
personal narratives if they are framed within 
the context of broader struggles. Understand 
that we do read every submission but can only 
publish a fraction of what we receive. We will 


And if you are part of the Slingshot universe 
and are free to come to the Longhaul in 
Berkeley and help us, please do! Opening 
prisoner mail is just one of the many tasks we 
need help with and there are many other ways 
to contribute to the project. Get in touch, 
become a Slingshotter! 


Here are some other projects that inspire us 
and might be able to help prisoners: 



















ana see tne connections witn tne current nse 
of nationalism while balancing that knowledge 
with an understanding of the more traditional 
power structures that are destroying the world 
and enslaving her people. We need tactics that 
threaten the dangerous authoritarians who 
don't wander the streets wrapped in flags but 
rather rule from fancy offices. 

Answers to these paradoxes will be written 
in the streets and from the ground up. What is 
clear no matter what is that it's time for all 
hands on deck and engaged in the struggle. 

And finally, fuck the internet. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors, etc. to make this paper. If you 
send an article, please be open to editing. 

We're a collective but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of all collective members. 
We welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to the people who made this: 
Ashlan, Caroline, Dogfood, Dov, eggplant, 
Elke, Forest, Gogo, Hayley, Isabel, Iwasa, 
Jesse, John, Korvin, Mike, Talia, and all the 
authors and artists! 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting on August 20, 2017 at 7 pm at the 
Long Haul in Berkeley (see below.) 

Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 
Submit your articles for issue 125 by 
September 23, 2017 at 3 pm. 

Volume 1, Number 124, Circulation 22,000 
Printed April 28,2017 

Slingshot Newspaper 

A publication of Long Haul 
Office: 3124 Shattuck Avenue Berkeley CA 94705 
Mailing: PO Box 3051, Berkeley, CA 94703 
Phone (510) 540-0751 • slingshot@tao.ca 
slingshot.tao.ca • twitter @slingshotnews 

Circulation information 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are free to prisoners, low 
income, or anyone in the USA with a Slingshot 
Organizer, or $1 per issue. International $3 per 
issue. Outside the Bay Area we’ll mail you a free 
stack of copies if you give them out for free. Say 
how many copies and how long you’ll be at your 
address. In the Bay Area pick up copies at Long 
Haul and Bound Together books, SF. 
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and the Nicaragua and El Salvador 
interventions. Linn wasn’t a pacifist — he was 
an activist, a feminist and a revolutionary,” she 
said. He will be missed but his spirit inspires 
still. 
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We believe the Prison Industrial Complex is 
one of the flashpoints of class warfare and 
internal colonization in the United States. 

The Slingshot paper is mailed free of charge 
to prisoners in the US who request it, our small 
but symbolically important act of solidarity with 
those behind bars. We receive a lot of prisoner 
mail; simple requests for subscriptions but also 
submissions of writing, artwork and requests 
for penpals and for legal aid. We appreciate 
that prisoners reach out but find ourselves 
overwhelmed as well....we simply can't 
respond to the bulk of these communications 
and it's a challenge for us just to keep our 
prisoner subscription address list updated. 

We are unable to provide legal aid/advice 
financial assistance, penpals, literature or 
respond to requests for other kinds of help. We 
understand that many prisoners are desperate 
for outside contact but we just don't have the 
resources or the time to respond to the 
hundreds of letters we receive. 

Slingshot is a small volunteer collective.. 
often no more than 5 people working the many 
hours required to produce and distribute the 
paper and fundraise thru the production and 
sale of the Slingshot organizers. We raise all 
the funds and do all the work with no grants, 
no advertisements and no paid staff. This 
project is a labor of love. 

Alot of the article submissions we receive for 
Slingshot require extensive editing which we 
do in conjunction with the authors directly or 
over email but this process is often impractical 
with prisoners because the time required to do 
several back and forths by snail mail exceeds 


the timeline for next issue publication. If you 
are a prisoner submitting an article please do 
your best to be concise, clear and to the 
point... the Slingshot paper is a small 
publication so every word should count. We 
don't publish poetry or fiction, and only run 
personal narratives if they are framed within 
the context of broader struggles. Understand 
that we do read every submission but can only 
publish a fraction of what we receive. We will 



run your article if it fits with the issue in 

question and requires little more than copy- 
editting. If you're Ok with us editing your article 
without your input please say so when you 
submit, we will do our best to honor your ideas 
and intention. 

If you don't hear back from us please don’t 
despair,... we read your words and appreciate 
■ the thoughts and stories you share. 


And if you are part of the Slingshot universe 
and are free to come to the Longhaul in 
Berkeley and help us, please do! Opening 
prisoner mail is just one of the many tasks we 
need help with and there are many other ways 
to contribute to the project. Get in touch, 
become a Slingshotter! 

Here are some other projects that inspire us 
and might be able to help prisoners: 
Incarcerated Worker Organizing Committee 
IWOC . 

PO Box 414304 
Kansas City, MO 64141 
iwoc at riseup dot net 

Prisoner Literature Project 
C/O Bound Together Bookstore 
1369 Haight St. 

San Francisco, CA 94117 

They don't give legal advice or pen pal 
services, but you can find out about those sort 
of things from: 

Prison Activist Resource Center 
P.O. Box 70447 
Oakland, CA94612 

Similarly, any defendant facing felony 
charges can request a free copy of The 
Criminal Legal System for Radicals ‘zine by 
writing the Tilted Scales Collective at 
tiltedscales at riseup dot net or: 

Tilted Scales Collective 
c/o PARC 
P.O. Box 70447 
Oakland, CA 94612 
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That's why it was so easy for me to become a 
fascist. It is a privilege to hurt so many while 
still receiving respect, and my “whiteness” 
allows me this privilege. If I struggle, then I 
must cling to and defend my whiteness at all 
costs, lest I lose my last source of comfort. 
Iraqi Freedom. Going to iriq really pushed me! This thinking was mostly unconscious but 


to my breaking point and during my tour I was very much viewed 
treated for major depression and thoughts of rnulticulturalism . 


myself a “victim of 
This is the major 


How does one become a fascist? For 
myself, it was fear and I was constantly ruled 
by it: fear of others, fear of the unknown, and 
fear of myself. 

I grew up in a loving home. We were 
politically moderate Catholics. I remember my 
early childhood being happy, but when I began 
attending Catholic school, that’s when I began 
to suffer. Bullying was rife and friends were 
few but I struggled on, eventually finishing high 
school and enlisting in the Army. 

During training, I became disillusioned with 
the military and especially the Iraq War, which 
was heating up at the time. I thought they 
would show me how to be strong, but I had 
never felt weaker and more afraid, even after 
finishing basic. Nothing that was felt right, and 
my descent into fascism and white supremacy 
began with this simple axiom, that something 
is terribly wrong with the world. 

You see, I had always feared people with 
different skin tones, accents, ethnicity, etc., 
even when I professed to be anti-racist. This 
is why I'm skeptical of those claiming some 
particular event or experience “made them 
racist". With the recent election of Donald 
Trump we hear claims he won because the left 
accused so many of racism. Ridiculous. You 
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suicide. This caused a significant crisis of 
conscience...I finally got a taste of what it's like 
to hurt other people and I hated it. I never fired 
a single shot (thank goodness) but occupying 
another person's land, holding them at 
gunpoint, these are all acts of violence and my 
raw, emotional reaction to what I witnessed 
knocked me out of my world view. 


contradiction of fascism: “We are supermen, 
but the slightest loss of power threatens our 
very existence." It is delusional and fascists 
use it to hide the fact they aren't necessarily 
stronger or smarter than anybody else. It's 
quite useful to them, psychologically speaking. 

But this new theory, this Anarchism, it 
helped free me from hatred. I no longer have 


to live in fear because those around me are 
people, and we can live and work together so 
that all our needs are met, leaving us free to 
pursue our own desires. I can finally be 
myself. 

So what is to be done? Like I said earlier, 
no platform gets the goods. I have no doubt 
about that. Lately, however, we've seen a 
surge of fascist organizing in the open, largely 
inspired by Donald Trump's victory through the 
electoral college. Many of these events have 
been smashed, but the fascists managed to 
drive off Antifa at an April 15th protest in 
Berkeley. For No Platform to fully work, we 
have to organize better and hit harder than the 
fascjsts. Still, if I and others have changed, 
how can we use this to smash white 
supremacy? Musician Darly Davis reports he's 
personally befriended and convinced around 
300 people to leave the Klan. I've also heard 
that some Antifas help former racists leave the 
white supremacist movement. I don't believe 
this should be our main focus, but it appears to 
be a viable strategy we should continue to 
pursue. Every individual we can save is one 
less we have to confront in the streets. 


Except it didn't affect that first axiom, that 
something is terribly wrong with the world. It 
only affected the conclusions I drew from it, 
and this led me to Anarchism. 

I began to do some introspection, and 
started noticing contradictions in my previous 
belief. If I was opposed to the government, 
then what should replace it? Wouldn't a coup 
fail to prevent tyranny? It wouldn't change the 
fundamental structure of, government that 
allows oppression in the first place. Saying 
phrases like “racial tribalism" is just empty 
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impunity and control all the structures ofl 
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■ inequality that have plagued us for centuries. I There are too many contradictions between jw 
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specific alternatives and solutions. Jj broken, the interests of those in power and the ^ 
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would show me how to be strong, but I had 
never felt weaker and more afraid, even after 
finishing basic. Nothing that was felt right, and 
my descent into fascism and white supremacy 
began with this simple axiom, that something 
is terribly wrong with the world. 

You see, I had always feared people with 
different skin tones, accents, ethnicity, etc., 
even when I professed to be anti-racist. This 
is why I'm skeptical of those claiming some 
particular event or experience “made them 
racist”. With the recent election of Donald 
Trump we hear claims he won because the left 
accused so many of racism. Ridiculous. You 
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knocked me out of my world view. 


Bui inis new tneory, this Anarchism, it 
helped free me from hatred. I no longer have 


pursue, tvery individual we can save is onei 
less we have to confront in the streets. 


were always a racist, and you’re admitting it 
now bee ause the gloves are off. 

When I attended college, I was assigned 
roommates at random and two of them who 
were disrespectful to me had dark skin. A 
reasonable person would just conclude this 
guy's a huge jerk, but instead I chose to blame 
millions of people who looked like my 
roommates. 


I began to read alternative news sites, such 
as the stuff put out by Tom Metzger, David 
Duke, and Jared Taylor, to name a few. Like 
any ideology, there's some nuances and the 
three I mentioned all despise each other. While 
they differ in some ways, it's important not to 
get hung up on these small differences. The 
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fundamental structure of government that 
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impunity and control all the structures 
power, the status quo cannot be maintained. 
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Perhaps our counter-narrative can address £ 


rhetoric, not a coherent theory or plan of | 
action. 

When Occupy Wall Street kicked off, I saw • 
Anarchists in the news, and I really liked what ; 
they stood for (plus those black bloc masks j 
were totally dope). I started reading Anarchist» 
news, as well as the “classics”, like The ; 
Conquest of Bread and Anarchism and Other i 
Essays. These ideas showed me the^ 
problem isn't in governance per se, but in 1 
hierarchy, which exploits and abuses all i 
underneath it. 

I also realized my problems with other peoples 
were really my own problems. During therapy, 

I discovered I had been depressed for years, 
spending much of my time in isolation. Instead f! 
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p the psychological aspects of what's going on t 
I by providing more cheerful alternatives to the 5 
(deeply unhappy and unsatisfied —| 
[ unsatisfiable — world view of -right wing p 
f movements. There is still a lot of joy we \ 
► experience in the world even amidst so much f 
{inequality, oppression and environmental C 
• damage — I want us to own that, breath it and j{ 
i broadcast it. Perhaps our positive life force — [ 
lour existence, our communities 


unwittingly escalating false divisions, and try to< 
focus on unity, listening, healing and solidarity. 
When we're tempted to dehumanize people' 
with whom we disagree by assuming wej 
understand what's motivating them or what's in ij 
their mind, maybe it's time to step back andy 1 
see each person as an individual capable off 
change and growth, and deserving of empathy. :j 
A lot of people who may have picked up right j 
wing ideas are suffering from disorienting! 
social and economic change and our love; 
and ( mi 9ht helpthem chan 9 e more than our hatred. k« 


connections, and our creative actions to make 
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were always a racist, and you’re admitting it 
now bee ause the gloves are off. 

When I attended college, I was assigned 
roommates at random and two of them who 
were disrespectful to me had dark skin. A 
reasonable person would just conclude this 
guy's a huge jerk, but instead I chose to blame 
millions of people who looked like my 
roommates. 

I began to read alternative news sites, such 
as the stuff put out by Tom Metzger, David 
Duke, and Jared Taylor, to name a few. Like 
any ideology, there's some nuances and the 
three I mentioned all despise each other. While 
they differ in some ways, it's important not to 
get hung up on these small differences. The 
white supremecist Richard Spencer (in that 
video of him getting elbowed in the face) said 
he wasn't a nazi and that nazis hate him. That 
may very well be true, but he is still a fascist. 

While reading, I stumbled upon this 
tactic referred to as the “lone wolf strategy", 
alternatively known as “leaderless resistance”. 

Due to incredible pressure from Antifa and 
anti-racist activists (and even the state, we 
can't take all the credit) many fascists have 
endorsed working alone or in small groups of 
2-3.1 believe that this reflects a desperation,... 

I was constantly terrified of being discovered or 
confronted about being a fascist, which 
thankfully limited my activities. I never made 

contact with any racist groups or individuals 
offline, and at best I could only donate money 
and anonymously post fliers. 

Halfway through college, my unit was 
activated and deployed to support Operation 
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rhetoric, not a coherent theory or plan of 
action. 

When Occupy Wall Street kicked off, | saw • 
Anarchists in the news, and I really liked what 
they stood for (plus those black bloc masks 
were totally dope). I started reading Anarchist 
news, as well as the “classics”, like The 
Conquest of Bread and Anarchism and Other ■ 
tssays. These ideas showed me the! 
problem isn't in governance per se, but in 
hierarchy, which exploits and abuses all 
underneath it. 

! also realized my problems with other peoples ’ 
were really my own problems. During therapy ! 

I discovered I had been depressed for years i) 
spending much of my time in isolation. Instead p 
of seeking help, I chose to scapegoat This f 
reminds me of Mumia Abu-Jamal's observation J 
o Dylan Roof, the perpetrator of the * 
Charleston church shooting: r 

Isolated, alienated, alone in the world, his 
sole remaining possession was his whiteness 

o only thing that gave his existence 
meaning.” 

He may as well have been talking about me. 

Our society is still incredibly racist, and it 
cloaks its racism behind the color of law and 
respectability. For example, many white 
people find it easier to believe that people of 
color are more prone to crime, rather than 
concluding what the prison system's victims 
have been saying for decades, that the state . 
criminalizes and targets dark skinned people. K 
These same people concerned about inner city H 
violence aren't as concerned when whites * 
bomb entire cities into rubble. This illusion of ‘ 
respectability allows people to behave in a if 
racist manner while remaining oblivious to it. £ 
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.•schools and anything that reeks of tolerance, 
[cooperation, empathy or caring. There is; 
[something paradoxical about the most 
jjpowerful and privileged feeling so threatened 
land under siege. 
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vdeeply unhappy and unsatisfied —I 
• unsatisfiable - world view of right winq 
[movements. There is still a lot of joy we 
} experience in the world even amidst so much ( 
Sinequality, oppression and environmental! 
| damage — I want us to own that, breath it and ! 
j broadcast it. Perhaps our positive life force — f 
jour existence, our communities and l 
j connections, and our creative actions to make S 
(the world a better place — can counter our* 
I oppressors' insecurity and emptiness. The * 
|best way to defend diversity, liberation andj 
[sustainability may be to live it, make it and » 
|grow it. 
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\ w P° m we disagree by assuming we« 
j understand what's motivating them or what's in 1 
. their mind, maybe it's time to step back and?* 
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, A lot of people who may have picked up right j 
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social and economic change and our love ik 
might help them change more than our hatred, ft 
If solidarity has any meaning, it doesn't just 
mean solidarity within a tiny politically air-tight & 
clique eager to give the middle finger toft 
everyone who hasn't learned our code^* 
lanquaae. Solidarity i« hin - 




that threaten to divide us so w^ar^cu^n 
the real enemies and the more fundamental! 
contradictions and problems confronting fe 
human society and the planet. Jj 

Ideally, we need to unite and bring new j* 
people into our communities while those whof'i 
defend authoritarianism and the status quofl 


On a concrete level, our articulatior^Hvhat 
were for needs to engage with wealth 
inequality and injustice - concerns that 
transcend political divisions but have been 
harnessed by nationalists to divide rather than I 
unite people. The threat of environmental! 
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By A. Lacran 
We are approaching a critical period of 
history. The environmental crises of extreme 
climate change (Anthropogenic Climate 
Disruption - ACD) brought on by capitalism, 
industrialism and a philosophy of 
I anthropocentrism has created monumental 
threats to the existence of life on earth as we 
know it with the onrush of the sixth mass 
extinction. In fact, the very nature of the earth 
itself has become molded by what is now 
known as the Anthropocene. The human 
footprint is now everywhere upon the 
biosphere - for better or worse. 

Moreover, capitalism, itself, is on the verge 
of another historic and fundamental change of 
its technological structure based on the digital 
revolution and its bvDroducts of robotics. 


problem. The state is the apparatus of control 
over the people by those who control the 
economic system of capitalism - the ultra-rich 
and their minions. The system of capitalism 
has obtained much more control over mass 
consciousness than the state. It is true that 


Depression. Programs like the New Deal and 
| The Great Society, the Women's suffrage and 
rights movement and the Civil Rights 
movement of the 60’s are quickly becoming 
passe. What the Reagan years portended for 
a Corporate State dominated by the one 
percent is now in full swing. 


Since the 1980’s there has been a 
concerted effort to build up the corporate/ 
military/surveillance/police/incarceration state; 
the rulers feel they do not need to buy people 
off to keep them from rebellion - no more 
crumbs! The ruling elite are no longer 
amenable to economic or social justice as an 
act of acquiescence to “scofflaws” of any sort. 


corporations and elites coupled with climate 
change and, now, continuous war has 
escalated the destruction of peasant society to 
the point that the growth of the precariat in the 
cities has grown exponentially. Worldwide, we 
can see that the merging of the lumpen with 
the elements of the former peasant population 
and the squeezed working and middle classes 
present very dangerous possibilities for the 
ruling elites and their imperialist allies 
whichever direction the new class embraces. 

The direction of this new class formation is 
not yet decided. It is possible it can be turned 
to a totally reactionary movement embracing 
fascism. It is also possible the state will 


the idea of “representative democracy" has a 
great hold on many people, but it pales in 
comparison to the value system of capitalism 
that has been perpetuated upon the masses. 
While it is difficult to disengage from the state, 
it is twice as difficult to disengage from the 
capitalist ideology. The values of private 
property, profit and loss, greed and 
accumulation, hierarchy and domination with 
class distinctions based on one's bank account 
or lack thereof, sexism, racism, homophobia 
and a view of the world that reduces 
everything to a commodity and a “resource” all 
serve to demean, degrade and alienate us 
from nature and each other from the cradle to 














By A. Lacran 

We are approaching a critical period of 
history. The environmental crises of extreme 
climate change (Anthropogenic Climate 
Disruption - ACD) brought on by capitalism, 
industrialism and a philosophy of 
anthropocentrism has created monumental 
threats to the existence of life on earth as we 
know it with the onrush of the sixth mass 
extinction. In fact, the very nature of the earth 
itself has become molded by what is now 
known as the Anthropocene. The human 
footprint is now everywhere upon the 
biosphere - for better or worse. 

Moreover, capitalism, itself, is on the verge 
of another historic and fundamental change of 
its technological structure based on the digital 
revolution and its byproducts of robotics, 
genomics and artificial intelligence. The social 
reconstruction that capitalism will employ may 
well threaten the very existence of masses of 
people above and beyond the longer reach of 
climate change. The demand for cheap 
abundant human labor that created the 
modem working class may no longer be the 
primary focus of capitalism. 

Unfortunately, the leftist movement and, in 
particular, anarchists are not addressing these 
developments. Ignoring them and relying on 
the old tactics of bygone eras will no longer 
suffice. While movements such as neo¬ 
primitivism may be a prescient warning of a 
dystopian future, the decision to become 
hunter-gatherers foregoing husbandry and 
agriculture may alter the course of human kind 
in that possible future, but it doesn’t appeal to 
the present in any way that will win over 
people to the anarchist perspective, aside from 
survivalists and romantics. 

The reality is, "regular people", if not the left, 
are beginning to sense the bleak future that 
the technological changes are bringing cannot 


Depression. Programs like the New Deal and 
I The Great Society, the Women’s suffrage and 
rights movement and the Civil Rights 
^ movement of the 60’s are quickly becoming 
passe. What the Reagan years portended for 
a Corporate State dominated by the one 
percent is now in full swing. 


Since the 1980’s there has been a 
concerted effort to build up the corporate/ 
military/surveillance/police/incarceration state; 
the rulers feel they do not need to buy people 
off to keep them from rebellion - no more 
crumbs! The ruling elite are no longer 
amenable to economic or social justice as an 
act of acquiescence to “scofflaws” of any sort. 


The reason is that workers in capitalist 
societies are rapidly becoming, not what Marx 
termed “surplus labor” waiting for the next 
great boom in capitalist production, but rather 
“superfluous and expendable.” This is due to 
a massive reshaping of the capitalist reality 
that is taking place through technological 
innovation of robotics and Al. They know they 
do not need our numbers any longer. Capitalist 
society has gone through se veral 
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They attempt to corwihxre us that 
competition.', ambition:, greed and 
meritocracy are the natur al states 
for humans. ^— ’- 




__ . . by creating a new] 

I world view within and without our¬ 
selves can we begin to break thr- 


problem. The state is the apparatus of control 
over the people by those who control the 
economic system of capitalism - the ultra-rich 
and their minions. The system of capitalism 
has obtained much more control over mass 
consciousness than the state. It is true that 


corporations and elites coupled with climate 
change and, now, continuous war has 
escalated the destruction of peasant society to 
the point that the growth of the precariat in the 
cities has grown exponentially. Worldwide, we 
can see that the merging of the lumpen with 
the elements of the former peasant population 
and the squeezed working and middle classes 
present very dangerous possibilities for the 
ruling elites and their imperialist allies 
whichever direction the new class embraces. 

The direction of this new class formation is 
not yet decided. It is possible it can be turned 
to a totally reactionary movement embracing 
fascism. It is also possible the state will 
attempt to exterminate a potential dangerous 
and revolutionary class that is unpredictable 
and volatile for a hierarchical shrinking society. 
But, without a doubt, the revolutionary potential 
of this class is high. The political development 
of this new class depends on the ability of the 
precariat to develop a class consciousness of 
itself and for itself. It must be able to thrust 
itself into an active revolutionary role in order 
to de fend it self from the on slaught of the ruling 
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the idea of “representative democracy” has a 
great hold on many people, but it pales in 
comparison to the value system of capitalism 
that has been perpetuated upon the masses. 
While it is difficult to disengage from the state, 
it is twice as difficult to disengage from the 
capitalist ideology. The values of private 
property, profit and loss, greed and 
accumulation, hierarchy and domination with 
class distinctions based on one’s bank account 
or lack thereof, sexism, racism, homophobia 
and a view of the world that reduces 
everything to a commodity and a “resource” all 
serve to demean, degrade and alienate us 
from nature and each other from the cradle to 
the grave. 

Disengagement from capitalism and its state 
is a herculean task that requires a break with 
the dominant mental paradigm and the 
creation of something that captures our 
imagination and allows us to imagine a world 
' without either capitalism or the state. 
Autonomous disengagement is a strategic 
move to prepare the groundwork for a new 
phase of the struggle against capitalism and 
for a communal system. 

Developing a new World View 

We need to visualize a new reality- 
separated from capitalism on a daily basis. 
We need to recognize it in ourselves and 
others; the need to communicate with each 
other to break down the alienation that 
dominates life under capitalism and work 
together through mutual aid and cooperation. 
The very things that hierarchy tries to convince 
us are not a natural state of affairs. They 
attempt to convince us that competition, 
ambition, greed and meritocracy are the 
natural states for humans. Only by creating a 
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well threaten the very existence of masses of 
people above and beyond the longer reach of 
climate change. The demand for cheap 
abundant human labor that created the 
modern working class may no longer be the 
primary focus of capitalism. 

Unfortunately, the leftist movement and, in 
particular, anarchists are not addressing these 
developments. Ignoring them and relying on 
the old tactics of bygone eras will no longer 
suffice. While movements such as neo¬ 
primitivism may be a prescient warning of a 
dystopian future, the decision to become 
hunter-gatherers foregoing husbandry and 
agriculture may alter the course of human kind 
in that possible future, but it doesn’t appeal to 
the present in any way that will win over 
people to the anarchist perspective, aside from 
survivalists and romantics. 

The reality is, "regular people", if not the left, 
are beginning to sense the bleak future that 
the technological changes are bringing cannot 
be undone. The fear that is inherent in 
electing false capitalist saviors such as Trump 
is an indication of the growth of a reactionary 
movement that will grow if not countered. Jobs 
and money for .the lower and middle classes 
are not coming back within the present 
globalist or national capitalist economic 
system. Now the question remains, what 
happens when they realize they’ve been lied to 
and fed false promises? 

The Trap of Reformist Politics 

At this early juncture of the Trump 
Presidency in the US, the overriding tendency 
for the more progressive movements is to call 
for resistance to the emergent fascist 

movement within the extant political system. 
T he weakness of this call for resistance is that 
it is not a call to end or combat capitalism and 
empire, instead it is a call to strengthen the 
capitalistic republic and its empire by 
demanding an inclusive “representative 
democracy’ 1 to strengthen the American 
capitalist system and its empire and hence, re¬ 
enforcing its hold on the American people and 
the peoples of the world. 

What we are faced with is the era of “take 
away.” It is the end of the reform period that 
began in earnest following the Great 


termed "surplus labor” waiting for the next 
great boom in capitalist production, but rather 
“superfluous and expendable.” This is due to 
a massive reshaping of the capitalist reality 
that is taking place through technological 
innovation of robotics and Al. They know they 
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and volatile for a hierarchical shrinking society. 
But, without a doubt, the revolutionary potential 
of this class is high The political development 
of this new class depends on the ability of the 
precariat to develop a class consciousness of 
itself and for itself. It must be able to thrust 
itself into an active revolutionary role in order 
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transformations that have deeply affected 
society in ways that many of us have not fully 
understood. 

The digital revolution with its proliferation of 
the technology of robotics and, ultimately, of 
artificial intelligence signifies the end of the 
working class as we know it and the growth 
and proliferation of what has been called the 
precariat. “In sociology and economics, the 
precariat is a social class formed by people 
suffering from precarity, which is a condition of 
existence without predictability or security, 
affecting material or psychological welfare as 
well as being a member of a proletariat class 
of industrial workers who lack their own means 
of production and hence sell their labor to live.” 
This new formation merges disintegrating 
elements of the middle and working class with 
the lumpen proletariat. 

The development of the precariat is also 
arising out of the final destruction of the 
peasant societies of the Third World. The 
confiscation of land by the transnational 


class. 

Many in the precariat have already politically 
disengaged from the system either by choice 
or circumstance, but their disengagement is 
not necessarily active, rather, many times it is 
primarily demoralized, passive, cynical and/or 
pessimistic. The reasons are numerous and 
diverse, ranging from progressive to 
reactionary. The intrinsic feelings are obvious: 
it is understood that no one cares about them, 
that politics is a lie and the rich get richer while 
the rest of us are thrown onto the garbage 
heap. The truth is obvious - the state serves 
the rich and powerful! We are at a stage that 
has the potential for great disaster or great 
change. The time is ripe for tyrants and 
dictators or an alternative revolutionary way of 
thinking that allows us to build and defend a 
new paradigm. Unless the autonomous left 
can offer something different for the majority of 
us. the options are dire indeed. 

However, it is not the state alone that is the 


the dominant mental paradigm and the 
creation of something that captures our 
imagination and allows us to imagine a world 
without either capitalism or the state. 
Autonomous disengagement is a strategic 
move to prepare the groundwork for a new 
phase of the struggle against capitalism and 
for a communal system. 

Developing a new World View 

We need to visualize a new reality- 
separated from capitalism on a daily basis. 
We need to recognize it in ourselves and 
others; the need to communicate with each 
other to break down the alienation that 
dominates life under capitalism and work 
together through mutual aid and cooperation. 
The very things that hierarchy tries to convince 
us are not a natural state of affairs. They 
attempt to convince us that competition, 
ambition, greed and meritocracy are the 
natural states for humans. Only by creating a 
new world view within and without ourselves 
can we begin to break through the isolation 
that serves to perpetuate this nightmare that 
hierarchy, statism and capitalism have 
brainwashed us into believing. 

Further, the belief in anthropocentrism that 
humans are the center of the universe, viewing 
the Earth as a “resource” to be used 
indiscriminately for profit and greed; seeing all 
living things as inferior and there for human 
needs; the intrinsic belief in hierarchical 
structures led by superior being where all 
others are expendable; the view that material 
possession is the only criteria for worthiness - 
all are methods of alienating us from each 
other and all living things and the earth. 
Unless this world view, that dominant society 
has implanted within our minds, is supplanted 
by a new world view, we will not be able to 
construct a future that doesn't lead us back 
into the same traps of life and environmental 
destruction. 

Developing a biocentric nature based 
philosophy that rejects speciesism and 
addresses panpsychism (the notion that a life 
force is in all things) is vital to a world view that 
disengages us from the world of capitalism and 
hierarchy. Embracing ideas such the Gaia 
Hypothesis, put forth by James Lovelock and 
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then beginning to imagine and conceptualize a 
different world view; a vision that does not 
place humans at the center, but rather 
integrates our species into a more egalitarian 
and communal system of existence that does 
not elevate concepts of “survival of the fittest” 
and “top predator” as an end in itself. 

Imagining the Commune 
The Commune has an historical context 
throughout human existence. It is founded in 
the communal relations that humans needed in 
order to survive as we struggle to find our 
place in the world. It has never disappeared 
during the 15,000 years of civilizations 
hierarchical domination. It always reappears 
when the people rebel against the powers that 
be. The Commune is characterized by a belief 
that the people can decide for themselves 
what is in their best self-interests apart from 
the influence and guidance of leaders, gods 
and masters. The Commune surfaces 
wherever and whenever rebellion against 
oppression by the lowest levels of society, be it 
slaves, peasants, workers, students or citizens 
who take matters into their own hands and 

decide for themselves the time has come to —-- _ 

resist the power of the rulers. The Commune T3PCTXTSff *P frH! 3 
surfaces as Spartacus during the Roman — ^ 

Empire, peasant revolts, the Luddites, the 
Paris Commune, Nat Turner’s Rebellion, 

Makhnovshchina in the Ukraine, the sailors of 
Kronsdadt, The anarchists of the Spanish Civil 
War, the Hungarian workers committees of 
t and worker uprising in Paris 
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Autonomous Disengagement is developing the 
inner consciousness of the Commune. It is 
the act of overcoming alienation from each 
other and the world around us. The recognition 
that we need each other to not only survive, 
but we need each other for meaning in our 
lives. Communal consciousness is the 
realization that we only know we exist when 
others recognize us as themselves and we 
recognize them as ourselves. Capitalist 
society has made a fetish out of competition 
turning us against each other in order to 
succeed and commodified all social relations 
by defining them by “use value" and “exchange 
value.” The Communal consciousness knows 
these things are at best false and at worst 
dehumanizing. 

Actively Building the Commune 

There are two vital aspects of constructing 
the Commune. The first part is the 
mental/subjective aspect of the Commune. 
The second aspect is the material objective 
reality of the Commune - bringing it into 
actuality. 

Once the consciousness of the Commune 
exists, every action therein becomes a struggle 
to realize the Commune in objective fact. This 
begins by creating the Commune with anyone 
one comes into contact with; wherever one is, 
whatever one does, whomever one speaks to 


are merely caretakers of the land and no one 
owns the commons is dependent on its 
participants. 

When we have begun the active 
construction of the Commune, be it 
cooperatives, collective living situations, small 
group activities, movements like Occupy, or 
land occupations, we have begun the process 
of physical disengagement from the system. 
We are building our own future within the 
reality of the system but outside of our sense 
of trying to either reform or take over the state. 

Defending the Commune 

The Commune must be defended at all 
costs. Self-defense is not violence. It is the 
basic life force instinct for survival. We have 
come to a point where the endgame for 
survival has begun. If we do not recognize 
that ACD, the sixth mass extinction, corporate 
statism and economic strangulation is an 
assault against us all by the powers that be 
with their methods of repression and their 
aberrant philosophies, then we are lost. 

Those that preach compromise and long¬ 
term reform are not only fooling us, they are 
»fooling themselves. The long term has ended. 
Time is of the essence. We must begin the 
process, now. Fighting back and resistance 
are not euphemisms for “donate money to our 
tax deductible organization” or “vote for me" or 
fawnina over another pontificating leftist icon 
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then beginning to imagine and conceptualize a 
different world view; a vision that does not 
place humans at the center, but rather 
integrates our species into a more egalitarian 
and communal system of existence that does 
not elevate concepts of “survival of the fittest" 
and “top predator” as an end in itself, 
imagining the Commune 
The Commune has an historical context 
throughout human existence. It is founded in 
the communal relations that humans needed in 
order to survive as we struggle to find our 
place in the world. It has never disappeared 
during the 15,000 years of civilization's 
hierarchical domination. It always reappears 
when the people rebel against the powers that 
be. The Commune is characterized by a belief 
that the people can decide for themselves 
what is in their best self-interests apart from 
the influence and guidance of leaders, gods 
and masters. The Commune surfaces 
wherever and whenever rebellion against 
oppression by the lowest levels of society, be it 
slaves, peasants, workers, students or citizens 
who take matters into their own hands and 
decide for themselves the time has come to 
resist the power of the rulers. The Commune T37p (TL TTSF 
surfaces as Spartacus during the Roman —- 
Empire, peasant revolts, the Luddites, the 
Paris Commune, Nat Turner’s Rebellion, 

Makhnovshchina in the Ukraine, the sailors of 
Kronsdadt, The anarchists of the Spanish Civil 
War, the Hungarian workers committees of _____ 

1956, the student and worker uprising in Paris » y 
in 1968, the reformation of the Zapatistas into ™ *'■ 
a more horizontal organization, the Oakland 
Commune during Occupy and the Kurdish 
communalism of Rojava in Syria. The 
Commune always resurfaces, be it in smalj 
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work together without leaders, using direct 1 
democracy to make decisions and direct action ! 
to resist the dominant paradigm - The j 
Commune never dies. ! 

The next step in the struggle for? 
Autonomous Disengagement is developing the 
inner consciousness of the Commune. It is 
the act of overcoming alienation from each 
J other and the world around us. The recognition 
f that we need each other to not only survive, 
but we need each other for meaning in our 
lives. Communal consciousness is the 
realization that we only know we exist when 
others recognize us as themselves and we 
recognize them as ourselves. Capitalist 
society has made a fetish out of competition 
turning us against each other in order to 
succeed and commodified all social relations 
by defining them by “use value" and “exchange 
value.” The Communal consciousness knows 
these things are at best false and at worst 
dehumanizing. 

Actively Building the Commune 

There are two vital aspects of constructing 
the Commune. The first part is the 
mental/subjective aspect of the Commune. 
The second aspect is the material objective 
reality of the Commune - bringing it into 
actuality. 

Once the consciousness of the Commune 
exists, every action therein becomes a struggle 
to realize the Commune in objective fact. This 
begins by creating the Commune with anyone 
one comes into contact with; wherever one is, 
whatever one does, whomever one speaks to 
about the Commune while acting with 
| Communal consciousness without leaders 
through direct democracy creates the 
foundation for the Commune 

Objectively, the Commune is an intentional 
! social organization that is based on communal 
use of property, horizontal decision making 


__ 

through direct democracy and egalitarian 

social relationships. It is defined only by the & 
philosophical and practical agreement of those 
that form it. Whether the commune defines 
property as communally owned or in a more 
earth centered philosophy that the members &* 
are merely caretakers of the land and no one 
owns the commons is dependent on its 
participants. 

When we have begun the active 
construction of the Commune, be it 
cooperatives, collective living situations, small 
group activities, movements like Occupy, or 
land occupations, we have begun the process 
of physical disengagement from the system. 
We are building our own future within the 
reality of the system but outside of our sense 
of trying to either reform or take over the state. 

Defending the Commune 

The Commune must be defended at all 
costs. Self-defense is not violence. It is the 
basic life force instinct for survival. We have 
come to a point where the endgame for 
survival has begun. If we do not recognize 
that ACD, the sixth mass extinction, corporate 
statism and economic strangulation is an 
assault against us all by the powers that be 
with their methods of repression and their 
aberrant philosophies, then we are lost. 

Those that preach compromise and long¬ 
term reform are not only fooling us, they are 
‘fooling themselves. The long term has ended. 
Time is of the essence. We must begin the 
process, now. Fighting back and resistance 
are not euphemisms for “donate money to our 
tax deductible organization" or “vote for me” or 
fawning over another pontificating leftist icon 
protecting her or his tenure. We must claim 
our territory and defend it against attack, 
because we will be attacked, make no mistake. 
We must take back the night and build a new 
day. Remember, you are the Commune, pass 
it on. 
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social organization that is based on communal 
gse of property, horizontal decision making 


because we will be attacked, make no mistake. 
* We must take back the night and build a new 
day. Remember, you are the Commune, pass 
it on. 



Compiled by Charis 

Here are some voices from the fields where 
much of our food is produced, in this case, the 
farms near Salinas, California. These 
: farmworkers are from various parts of Mexico 
and primarily work producing lettuce, broccoli. 

! cauliflower and strawberries. The fear of 
deportation has hit their community hard and 
we heard some workers are staying home on 
days when immigration raids are rumored. 

They were asked “What do you want 
consumers to know about you and your work?'' 
and these are some of their answers: 

Elena: I wish people took into consideration 
the work that we do. For example, this 
president talks about the undocumented, but 
doesn't talk about farm workers because 
' everyone actually needs us to do this job. 
Americans might try it but won't last a week. 
Working in an office or McDonald’s is much 
better than working in the fields. People say 
the undocumented are stealing jobs but they 
won't do this work. I've never seen anyone 
else but Latinos/Central Americans in the 
fields. No one else. There's no option but to 
increase wages. 

Lupe: We all need a job to survive, but those 
bosses, what would they do if we decided not 
to work? In this company they don't want to let 


the lettuce rot because there weren’t enough 
workers. I would like to ask that boss [by this 
she means a farm manager we had talked to 
earlier] "what would you do if every worker 
stayed home for one week?" They would lose 
more than we do. 

Miguel: They should know how we work and 
work to make food come to their tables with a 
lot of love and sweat on our faces. 
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Rosa: People see the lettuce in their 

sandwich and think how yummy it is going to 
be, but they don't think about the work to 
produce that lettuce. 

Carlos: It all depends on Mexicans, even 
though they don't want us. If we don't work any 
more, who is going to cut and pack? 

Maria: Latino people are the ones who work 
in the fields. 

Pedro: There should be someone who films a 
commercial about us and shows it nationwide, 
like during the Superbowl, and also put people 
like us in the commercial. We would like to see 
people like you be the one to start it, since you 
have taken the interest and the first steps to try 
and help. 

Antonio: Before buying, we should take into 
consideration how hard it is to make that 

produce possible to buy. Don't throw any 
away! You may think it doesn't matter because 
it only cost a dollar, but it isn't just the price, it 
is the life of the worker. 

Jose: If I had a magic wand I would give 
every person who actually works an 
opportunity. 

These are excerpts from interviews that were 
conducted as part of a UC Berkeley class 
applying human centered design to food topics 
(Eat. Think.Design!), 










Page 6 • Slingshot • Summer Lovers 2017 






Continued from Page 1 

pipeline resistance. I know attention spans 
aren't what they used to be, but if you're 
curious, come along for a ramble... 

What is Line 3? 

Enbridge’s Line 3 Replacement Project is a ! 
$7.5-billion-dollar project, slated to run 
southeast from Hardisty, Alberta (near 
Edmonton), through Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
North Dakota, and Minnesota to Superior, 
Wisconsin, on the western tip of Lake 
Superior. The original 34-inch pipeline was 
built in 1968. The new pipeline would be 36 
inches and could carry 760,000 barrels per 
day (bpd). 

This project would be the most expensive in 


the proposed "replacement” up the capacity of 
the pipeline, it also would allow it to transport 
tar sands. Currently, Line 3 carries “light” 
crude oil—which is largely drawn from 
Western Canada's conventional oil fields—but 
a completed Line 3 replacement would allow 
Enbridge to carry diluted bitumen across the 
border. This project hasn’t had to jump the 
political hurdles of other border-crossing tar 
sands pipelines, like the Keystone XL, and 
already has a presidential permit. 

The new line would run parallel to the 
existing Line 3 for most of its route, but would 
take a different route for the final 300 
kilometres (around 185 miles) between 
Clearbrook, Minnesota, and Superior, 


further south through 
law requires pipeline companies 

simple environmental review of r .. r _ 

projects. Three years ago, when Enbridge first 
, brought up the Line 3 replacement, they 
intended to study their chosen site only. 
Friends of the Headwaters insisted that they 
also study feasible routes outside the 
Mississippi River Headwaters area. 

A lengthy lawsuit ensued, and in December 
of 2015 the Minnesota Supreme Court sided 
with environmentalists. Enbridge was ordered 
to complete a more comprehensive 
assessment, including alternate routes. 

Minnesota is currently writing its 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
Line 3, after months of battle over what the 
study would include and who would perform 
the analyses. The draft EIS was scheduled for 
April 2017 and the public will be able to 
comment at public hearings. A final permit 
decision is expected in spring of 2018. 

As soon as Minnesota’s Environmental 
impact Statement is released, the Minnesota 


were using the disaster to argue for pipelines, 
oil-by-rail obviously isn’t safe. These 
bastards have no shame. 

This brings us to a reality that we will 
probably have to deal with in the near future. 
As pipeline infrastructure ages, the ptiblic will 
be presented with a new choice—shirty new 
pipelines or old, rusted-out, leaky ones. This is 
a classic double bind, a false choice designed 
to force acceptance of something undesired. 
You know, like democracy. Perversely, 
environmentalists may stand accused of 
causing oil spills. Activists will reject this logic, 
but it may be seductive to centrists ahd pre¬ 
fabricated-thought-thinkers. It might be wise to 
think of a counter-narrative to this. 

The reality remains that Line 3 might spill 
before it gets shut down. My guess would be 
that Enbridge will get an extension beyond 
December 2017 and continue operating. And 
it’s certain that other pipelines will rupture. 

A New Approach 

What if, instead of occupying to stop a 
pipeline from being built, land defenders used 
the event of an oil spill to shut dbwn a 
pipeline? though it’s probably undesirable to 
occupy the site of a spill, this could be 
accomplished by occupying a site of critical 
importance for the functioning of the line, such 
as a pumping station or valve, and preventing 
workers from accessing it. There would be 
several advantages to this strategy. 
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pipeline resistance. I know attention spans 
aren't what they used to be, but if you're 
curious, come along for a ramble... 

What is Line 3? 

Enbridge's Line 3 Replacement Project is a* 
$7.5-billion-dollar project, slated to run 
southeast from Hardisty, Alberta (near 
Edmonton), through Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
North Dakota, and Minnesota to Superior, 
Wisconsin, on the western tip of Lake 
Superior. The original 34-inch pipeline was 
built in 1968. The new pipeline would be 36 
inches and could carry 760,000 barrels per 
day (bpd). 

This project would be the most expensive in 
Enbridge's history. The line is currently 
transporting about 390,000 bpd, far below its 
maximum throughput of 760,000 bpd. Its flow 
has been restricted for safety reasons. 

Bizarrely, in this case Enbridge wants to 
•convince regulators how unsafe? Line 3 is. 
Accordirig to expert testimony th§ company 
provided to, Minnesota's Public Utilities 
Commission, the corrosion and cracking is so 
extensive that further use could cause 
calamitous leaks. 

How bad is it? Enbridge says that half the 
joints are corroding, and that it has five times 
more stress cracks per mile than other 
pipelines in the same corridor. It was originally 
made with defective steel and the welding was 
done with outdated technology. One worker 
called keeping it safe “a game of whack-a- 
mole.” 

According to Enbridge, “Approximately 
4,000 integrity digs [invasive pipeline 
inspections] in the US alone are currently 
forecasted for Line 3 over the next 15 years to 
maintain its current level of operation. This 
would result in year-after-year impacts to 


the proposed “replacement” up the capacity of 
the pipeline, it also would allow it to transport 
tar sands. Currently, Line 3 carries “light" 
crude oil—which is largely drawn from 
Western Canada’s conventional oil fields—but 
a completed Line 3 replacement would allow 
Enbridge to carry diluted bitumen across the 
border. This project hasn't had to jump the 
political hurdles of other border-crossing tar 
sands pipelines, like the Keystone XL, and 
already has a presidential permit. 

The new line would run parallel to the 
existing Line 3 for most of its route, but would 
take a different route for the final 300 
kilometres (around 185 miles) between 
Clearbrook, Minnesota, and Superior, 
Wisconsin. And, oh yeah, the original pipeline 
would be decommissioned and left in the 
ground. 



So, let’s recap. This “replacement” doubles 
the capacity for Line 3, changes the product to 
be shipped, follows a different route, and the 
pipeline that it will “replace” will remain in the 
ground. Don't you love living in the age of 
persuasion? 

Honor the Earth, an indigenous-led NGO 
based in Minnesota, ain’t having it. From their 
website: “Enbridge wants to simply abandon 
its existing Line 3 pipeline and walk away from 
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of 2015 the Minnesota Supreme Court sided 
with environmentalists. Enbridge was ordered 
to complete a more comprehensive 
assessment, including alternate routes. 

Minnesota is currently writing its 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
Line 3, after months of battle over what the 
study would include and who would perform 
the analyses. The draft EIS was scheduled for 
April 2017 and the public will be able to 
comment at public hearings. A final permit 
decision is expected in spring of 2018. 

As soon as Minnesota’s Environmental 
Impact Statement is released, the Minnesota 


that Enbridge will get an extension beyond 
December 2017 and continue operating. And 
it's certain that other pipelines will rupture. 

A New Approach 

What if, instead of occupying to stop a 
pipeline from being built, land defenders used 
the event of an oil spill to shut (town a 
pipeline? though it’s probably undesirable to 
occupy the site of a spill, this could be 
accomplished by occupying a site of critical 
importance for the functioning of the line, such 
as a pumping station or valve, and preventing 
workers from accessing it. There would be 
several advantages to this strategy. 



Center for Environmental Advocacy plans to 
continue fighting Line 3 in court. So, given all 
of these factors, for sure Enbridge will fail to 
' meet the project’s December 2017 deadline. It 
will be interesting to see what happens. 

Let’s be real, though. There’s a shit-ton of 
money at stake here. I find it hard to imagine 
regulators taking a 390,000 bpd pipeline off¬ 
line. I'm not aware of a major pipeline ever 
having been taken off-line because it is old 
and unsafe. One example of such a pipeline is 
the TransNorthern pipeline in Eastern Canada. 


First, when there is an oil spill, a pipeline is 
already shut down. Though a slew of recent 
direct actions targeting valves have shown 
that it is certainly possible to autonomously 
shut down pipelines safely, it would be easier 
and less psychologically taxing to kees a 
pipeline off-line than to shut one down. 

Second, an oil spill packs an emotional 
punch. I maintain that it is emotion, not 
rational thought, that inspires action. To most 
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ground. 



So, let’s recap. This “replacement” doubles 
the capacity for Line 3, changes the product to 
be shipped, follows a different route, and the 
pipeline that it will “replace” will remain in the 
ground. Don’t you love living in the age of 


Honor the Earth, an indigenous-led NGO 
based in Minnesota, ain’t having it. From their 
website: “Enbridge wants to simply abandon 
its existing Line 3 pipeline and walk away from 
it, because it has over 900 “structural 
anomalies,” and build a brand new line in this 
new corridor. If this new corridor is 
established, we expect Enbridge to propose 


maximum throughput of 760,000 bpd. Its flow 
has been restricted for safety reasons. 

Bizarrely, in this case Enbridge wants to 
•convince regulators how unsafe* Line 3 is. 
'Accordirig to expert testimony th@ company 
provided to Minnesota’s Public Utilities 
Commission, the corrosion and cracking is so 
extensive that further use could cause 
calamitous leaks. 

How bad is it? Enbridge says that half the 
joints are corroding, and that it has five times 
more stress cracks per mile than other 
pipelines in the same corridor. It was originally 
made with defective steel and the welding was 
done with outdated technology. One worker 
called keeping it safe “a game of whack-a- 
mole.” 

According to Enbridge, “Approximately 
4,000 integrity digs [invasive pipeline 
inspections] in the US alone are currently 
forecasted for Line 3 over the next 15 years to 
maintain its current level of operation. This 
would result in year-after-year impacts to 
landowners and the environment. On average, 
10-15 digs are forecasted per mile on Line 3 if 
it is not replaced...” 

Enbridge is staring down the dock right 


now, as the US Justice Department ordered 
the company back in July to replace the entire 
pipeline by December 2017 or commit to 
substantial safety upgrades to the existing 
line. That decree is part of a settlement the 
company reached after a massive 2010 spill of 
3.8 million litres (around 80,000 gallons) of oil 
into Michigan’s Kalamazoo River. 

Although Enbridge is replacing Line 3 
because they have to, they’re also looking to 
slip something past the public. Not only does 


building even more pipelines in it. We cannot 
allow that.” 

Resistance in Minnesota 

Thanks to the amazing work of Honor the 
Earth and other activists in Minnesota, things 
are looking good for the campaign against 
Line 3. Here's a breakdown: 

The conservationist group Friends of the. 
Headwaters was formed to divert Line 3 from 
northern Minnesota’s wild rice lakes. They,- 
proposed a longer pipeline that would carve 


continue fighting Line 3 in court. So, given all 
of these factors, for sure Enbridge will fail to 
meet the project’s December 2017 deadline It 
will be interesting to see what happens. 

Let's be real, though. There’s a shit-ton of 
money at stake here. I find it hard to imagine 
regulators taking a 390,000 bpd pipeline off¬ 
line. I’m not aware of a major pipeline ever 
having been taken off-line because it is old 
and unsafe. One example of such a pipeline is 
the TransNorthern pipeline in Eastern Canada. 
Back in November, a trio of Quebecois women 
shut down this pipeline through a lockdown 
action. They did so to bring attention to the 
fact that even members of the National Energy 
Board (NEB) have recommended that this 
pipeline, which was built in the 1950s, be 
decommissioned. TransNorthern continues to 
operate despite its inability to comply with the 
improvements the NEB ordered the company 
to make. 

It would be great if Line 3 were shut down 
by the state of Minnesota, but it is equally 
possible that Line 3 will spill, and that when it 
does an army of pundits will pin the blame on 
environmentalists for delaying Line 3's 
replacement. Remember Lac Megantic? An oil 
train blew up a town in Quebec, killing 47 
people, and the next day media spin doctors 
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people, the petroleum economy is so normal 1 
that it takes a change in consciousness to 1 
interrupt their acceptance of it. It provides a < 
moment where anti-pipeline direct actiori will j 
be broadly understood, drawing sympathizers \ 
and supporters out of the woodwork. Artful t 
anarchist propaganda makes radical ideas \ 
seem like common sense, and this argument t 
sort of makes itself: If a pipeline i§ disaster- t 
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prone, it should be shut down. 

Third, if we’re shutting down active 
pipelines, we’re not merely stopping the 
expansion of the oil and gas industry, we’re 
forcing its shrinkage. We’re seizing the 
initiative away from the capitalists. We are 
busting the operative myth of statecraft—that 
we do not have a choice. 

* Fourth, this switches the focus away from 
the sort of thinking that presents one issue as 
the be-all and end-all of ecological activism. 
There are over 200,000 miles of pipelines 
criss-crossing Turtle Island. There is a 
potential front-line just about everywhere. This 
shifts focus closer to home, and also ideally 
would lead to situations where there the tactic 
becomes normalized, because it is happening 
all over the place. 

Lastly, everything that we can do to 
increase the political and economic risk of 
pipeline ruptures to corporations is good. If 
spills come with higher consequences for 
companies, they will have more incentive to 
prevent them. Some famous squatting graffiti 
in Spain read EVICTIONS = RIOTS. In two 
years, could we say OIL SPILLS = 
OCCUPATIONS? 

From Temporary Autonomous 
Zones to Permanent Autonomous 
Zones 

I am hoping that the Line 3 campaign leads 
to something akin to the resistance at 
Standing Rock, but which draws on some of 
the lessons of that fight. It's long been my 
belief that resistance to industrial capitalism 
should go hand-in-hand with the creation of 
autonomous communities able to survive and 
thrive independent of the fossil fuel economy, 
and that blockades provide a moment where 
the impossible suddenly becomes possible, 
where we can strike at the heart of capitalism 
by collectively defying the illusion of property 
that holds the whole system in place. 

My political goal is the creation of a 
federation of autonomous communes able to 
meet their own needs independent of the 


The local support was overwhelmingly 
evident, if passive. When the camp needed 
money, they'd simply do a road block 
fundraiser, allowing cars to pass one at a time 
and asking for a toll. Most people, native and 
settler, would donate. One day, in the weirdest 
busking experience of my life, my partner and 


through trial and error, through blood, sweat, 
and tears that we’ll learn how to be free. 
Standing Rock provided thousands of people 
with hands-on experience in a laboratory of 
freedom. Such experiences are 
transformational, and are preparing us for 
what is to come. 


to launch actions from. We need a culture of 
people who see revolution as their calling in 
life, their vocation. That’s what I think it will 
take for this movement to become 
revolutionary. 

Where Are We Going as a 
Movement? 

Back to Line 3. Look, it’s a pipeline. You’re 
against it, I’m against it, and we can stop it. To 
me, the more interesting question is: What will 


I added a fire show to the whole bizarre 
spectacle. I remember thinking, Goddamn I 
love this corner of the Maritimes—where else 
in the world would this even make sense? 

In the end, the dream was given up 
because of interpersonal conflicts, but by that 
time it had already stopped advancing 
because the occupiers didn’t have the know¬ 
how or the resources to build permanent 
structures. They didn’t feel that other people, 
who had been so active in the camp when it 
was the place to be, cared enough to help 
them build their dreamed-of community. To 
them it was the natural next step, and it hurt 
them that others couldn't see that. It- still 
saddens me that that dream remains 
unrealized, and in my memory it will go down 

opportunity that ctroncitKono mi/ 


Rapid Response ^ u. 

My goal is to connect the current political 
moment with the vision that many eco- 
anarchists hold—that is, the creation of 
interdependent autonomous communes able 
to survive and thrive independent of the fossil 
fuel economy. 

So, let's start thinking about how we might 
get to that point. What would it take? 

At Standing Rock I put a ton of energy 
building and winterizing shelters, as did many 
other people. Many shelters were later 
abandoned and had to be cleaned up. I think 
that it would make a lot of sense for front- 
liners to think about acquiring and building 
mobile homes and various structures that are 
relatively easy to set up, tear down, and 
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be achieved by victory? Of course the land 
and the water will be defended, and that is 
enough reason to fight—but all of these 
pipelines, mines, prisons, and schools are but 
the visible, manifest symptoms of a disease 
called capitalism. So long as we are 
dependent on capitalism for our means, we’ll 
still be biting the hand that feeds us. 

The environmental movement is not 
inherently revolutionary. What can we as 
anarchists do to nurture the revolutionary 
tendencies it contains? I’m not interested in 
making capitalism more sustainable; in 
helping the machine perfect our enslavement. 
The fact that it is unsustainable may be 
humanity's last chance for liberty. I don’t want 
to spend the rest of my life fighting different 
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years, could we say OIL SPILLS = 
OCCUPATIONS? 

From Temporary Autonomous 
Zones to Permanent Autonomous 
Zones 

I am hoping that the Line 3 campaign leads 
to something akin to the resistance at 
Standing Rock, but which draws on some of 
the lessons of that fight. It’s long been my 
belief that resistance to industrial capitalism 
should go hand-in-hand with the creation of 
autonomous communities able to survive and 
thrive independent of the fossil fuel economy, 
and that blockades provide a moment where 
the impossible suddenly becomes possible, 
where we can strike at the heart of capitalism 
by collectively defying the illusion of property 
that holds the whole system in place. 

My political goal is the creation of a 
federation of autonomous communes able to 
meet their own needs independent of the 
fossil fuel economy. 

For that reason, I went to Standing Rock in 
hopes that others felt similarly, and there was 
a will amongst many people to reclaim treaty 
land and to create a permanent autonomous 
■ .community on the site. Alas, the site wasn’t 
ideal, both because the Oceti Sakowin/Oceti 
Oyate camp was on a floodplain, and because 
it was on a sacred burial ground. 

Some settlers will feel uncomfortable with 
the whole notion of approaching moments of 
opportunity created by indigenous-led 
resistance campaigns with any agenda at all. 
Aren't non-native allies supposed to take 
direction from native people? To this, I’ll reply 

with a story. 

Unbeknownst to most people, after the anti- • 
fracking movement 'in Mik’mak'i (in so-called I 
New Brunswick) was successful and mostt 
people went home, the occupation continued. 
There was a small group of extremely' 
committed people who tried to do exactly what' 
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I added a fire show to the whole bizarre 
spectacle. I remember thinking, Goddamn I 
love this corner of the Maritimes—where else 
in the world would this even make sense? 

In the end, the dream was given up 
because of interpersonal conflicts, but by that 
time it had already stopped advancing 
because the occupiers didn’t have the know¬ 
how or the resources to build permanent 
structures. They didn’t feel that other people, 
who had been so active in the camp when it 
was the place to be, cared enough to help 
them build their dreamed-of community. To 
them it was the natural next step, and it hurt 
them that others couldn’t see that. It* still 
saddens me that that dream remains 
unrealized, and in my memory it will go down 
as a missed opportunity that strengthens my 
resolve to be prepared for the next moment of 
unforeseeable potential. 

As a side note, some of the Acadians who 
were involved in that did go on to start a land 
project in the woods of Mi’kmak’i, which they 
started in large part to acquire the skills that 
would have allowed them to succeed in the 
first place. That place, located within the 
legendary Cocagne vortex, is, to me, one 
enduring legacy of the resistance at 
Elsipogtog. 

Also, realistically, most people who come to 
a front line aren’t going to decide to live there 
long-term. For the revolutionary movement 
that I Envision to emerge, folks would have to 
be willing to actually continue to live in a 
liberated zone after all the action has died 
down. This part of the theory’s untested. Do 
enough people actually want to live in off-grid 
communities throughout the four seasons? 

Well, surely when the crisis deepens and 
matters of survival become much more 
pronounced, we'll do what we need to do. 
That’s the best hope I’ve got; that we will 
succeed where so many previous generations 
of radicals haven’t, not because we’re smarter 
or braver, but because we have to The 
survival instinct is a powerful thing. 

As the ideologies of liberal democracy and 
infinite growth show themselves to be the 
shams that they are, more and more people 

_ _ ■ i.: L- -_— I 



be achieved by victory? Of course the land 
and the water will be defended, and that is 
enough reason to fight—but all of these 
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Rapid Response l 

My goal is to connect the 
moment with the vision that many 
anarchists hold—that is, the creation of 
interdependent autonomous communes able 
to survive and thrive independent of the fossil 
fuel economy. 

So, let’s start thinking about how we might 
get to that point. What would it take? 

At Standing Rock I put a ton of energy 
building and winterizing shelters, as did many 
other people. Many shelters were later 
abandoned and had to be cleaned up. I think 
that it would make a lot of sense for front- 
liners to think about acquiring and building 
mobile homes and various structures that are 
relatively easy to set up, tear down, and 
transport. The Standing Rock model is a 
game-changer, but there’s a lot of room for 
improvement, too. 

When I was at Standing Rock, there was a 
lack of strategic action undertaken. Many 
people would probably see this as being due 
to a lack of leadership, but I see it as a lack of 
coherent affinity groups. An action plan 
requires a group to carry it out, and the more 
elaborate the plan, the better coordinated the 


pipelines, mines, prisons, and schools are but 
the visible, manifest symptoms of a disease 
called capitalism. So long as we are 
dependent on capitalism for our means, we’ll 
still be biting the hand that feeds us. 

The environmental movement is not 
inherently revolutionary. What can we as 
anarchists do to nurture the revolutionary 
tendencies it contains? I’m not interested in 
making capitalism more sustainable; in 
helping the machine perfect our enslavement. 
The fact that it is unsustainable may be 
humanity’s last chance for liberty. I don’t want 
to spend the rest of my life fighting different 
heads of the Hydra unless at the end of the 
day we’ve fundamentally transformed the way 
that we live. 

So I ask: Where are we going as a 
movement? I ask, because if we want to make 
it somewhere, we’d better have a clear idea of 
where we're headed. What vision do we have 
to offer? What can we invite others to believe 
in along with us? What spirit can we summon 
forth into the collective consciousness? What 
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group needs to be. A sophistication exercise 
involving diversion and multiple flanks, such 
as what would be required to take a heavily 
guarded site, such as the drill site at Standing 


songs can we sing with our whole hearts when 
we’re on the front lines? 

Nothing’s more powerful than an idea 
whose time has come. Look at Standing Rock. 









hopes that others felt similarly, and there was 
a will amongst many people to reclaim treaty 
land and to create a permanent autonomous 
community on the site. Alas, the site wasn’t 
ideal, both because the Oceti Sakowin/Oceti 
Oyate camp was on a floodplain, and because 
it ms on a sacred burial ground. 

Some settlers will feel uncomfortable with 
the whole notion of approaching moments of 
opportunity created by indigenous-led 
resistance campaigns with any agenda at all. 
Aren’t non-native allies supposed to take 
direction from native people? To this, I’ll reply 
with a story. 

Unbeknownst to most people, after the anti- • 
fracking movement 'in Mik'mak’i (in so-called I 
New Brunswick) was successful and most! 
people went home, the occupation continued. 
There was a small group of extremely' 
^committed people who tried to do exactly whatt 


where so V? 

r n o+ k>«-e<x\AS c 
or b v'avtv’, ioi/v+* 
re +0. The sur- 

+ <x 


I am advocating here—to turn a resistance 
camp into a permanent eco-community. Some 
of those people were native, some Acadian, 
and some settler. They made it through the 
winter and the spring. My partner and I were 
there in the spring and we started a garden 
with the help of a Mi’kmaq elder. It was a 
beautiful moment, in a beautiful place. A 
beautiful dream 


umoreseeaDie potential. 

As a side note, some of the Acadians who 
were involved in that did go on to start a land 
project in the woods of Mi’kmak’i, which they 
started in large part to acquire the skills that 
would have allowed them to succeed in the 
first place. That place, located within the 
legendary Cocagne vortex, is, to me, one 
enduring legacy of the resistance at 
Elsipogtog. 

Also, realistically, most people who come to 
a front line aren’t going to decide to live there 
long-term. For the revolutionary movement 
that I envision to emerge, folks would have to 
be willing to actually continue to live in a 
liberated zone after all the action has died 
down. This part of the theory’s untested. Do 
enough people actually want to live in off-grid 
. communities throughout the four seasons? 

Well, surely when the crisis deepens and 
matters of survival become much more 
pronounced, we'll do what we need to do. 
That’s the best hope I’ve got; that we will 
succeed where so many previous generations 
of radicals haven’t, not because we’re smarter 
or braver, but because we have to The 
survival instinct is a powerful thing. 

As the ideologies of liberal democracy and 
infinite growth show themselves to be the 
shams that they are, more and more people 
are going to be looking for answers. I don’t 
have many answers, but I see the creation of 
autonomous zones as a realistic goal. We can 
start now. Standing Rock is an autonomous 
zone. The ZADs in France are autonomous 
zones. Such liberated territories give us 
opportunities to learn, to experiment, to put 
ideas into practice, to make connections 
based on shared values, and to inspire 
ourselves and others through direct 
experience. It’s only though experimentation, 



When I was at Standing Rock, there was a 
lack of strategic action undertaken. Many 
people would probably see this as being due 
to a lack of leadership, but I see it as a lack of 
coherent affinity groups. An action plan 
requires a group to carry it out, and the more 
elaborate the plan, the better coordinated the 
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movement? I ask, because if we want to make 
it somewhere, we’d better have a clear idea of 
where we’re headed. What vision do we have 
to offer? What pan we invite others to believe 
in along with us? What spirit can we summon 
forth into the collective consciousness? What 
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group needs to be. A sophistication exercise 
involving diversion and multiple flanks, such 
as what would be required to take a heavily 
guarded site, such as the drill site at Standing 
Rock, would require multiple teams sharing a 
certain level of training and confidence. 

So when I think about the future, I imagine 
affinity groups comprised of full-time activists 
for whom the activities of the group are their 
primary focus in life. How can we make it 
more realistic for more people to be able to do 
this? 

We need bases. I think that we need a 
combination of urban collective houses and 
rural land projects that eco-anarchists can use 


songs can we sing with our whole hearts when 
we re on the front lines? 

Nothing’s more powerful than an idea 
whose time has come. Look at Standing Rock. 
Who could have imagined such a thing just a 
short time ago? Who would have taken this 
article seriously if I wrote it a year ago? Our 
movement is growing, it is expanding, it is 
stronger and stronger by the day. We are 
winning the hearts and minds of more and 
more people, and bigger and bigger goals are 
becoming more and more attainable. It’s time 
to articulate a program of revolutionary social 
change that sees resistance to pipelines as a 
starting point. 
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decision is expected in spring of 2018. 

As soon as Minnesota’s Environmental 
Impact Statement is released, the Minnesota 


as a [Jumping station or valve, and preventing 
workers from accessing it. There would be 
several advantages to this strategy. 



Center for Environmental Advocacy plans to 

continue fighting Line 3 in court. So, given all 
of these factors, for sure Enbridge will fail to 
meet the project’s December 2017 deadline It 
will be interesting to see what happens. 

Let’s be real, though. There’s a shit-ton of 
money at stake here. I find it hard to imagine 
regulators taking a 390,000 bpd pipeline off¬ 
line. I’m not aware of a major pipeline ever 
having been taken off-line because it is old 
and unsafe. One example of such a pipeline is 
the TransNorthern pipeline in Eastern Canada. 
Back in November, a trio of Quebecois women 
shut down this pipeline through a lockdown 
action. They did so to bring attention to the 
fact that even members of the National Energy 
Board (NEB) have recommended that this 
pipeline, which was built in the 1950s, be 
decommissioned. TransNorthern continues to 
operate despite its inability to comply with the 
improvements the NEB ordered the company 
to make. 

It would be great if Line 3 were shut down 
by the state of Minnesota, but it is equally 
possible that Line 3 will spill, and that when it 
does an army of pundits will pin the blame on 
environmentalists for delaying Line 3’s 
replacement. Remember Lac Megantic? An oil 
train blew up a town in Quebec, killing 47 
people, and the next day media spin doctors 


First, when there is an oil spill, a pipeline is 
already shut down. Though a slew of recent 
direct actions targeting valves have shown 
that it is certainly possible to autonomously 
shut down pipelines safely, it would be easier 
and less psychologically taxing to keep a 
pipeline off-line than to shut one down. 

Second, an oil spill packs an emotional 
punch. I maintain that it is emotion, not 
rational thought, that inspires action. To rpost 


Zones 

I am hoping that the Line 3 campaign leads 
to something akin to the resistance at 
Standing Rock, but which draws on some of 
the lessons of that fight. It's long been my 
belief that resistance to industrial capitalism 
should go hand-in-hand with the creation of 
autonomous communities able to survive and 
thrive independent of the fossil fuel economy, 
and that blockades provide a moment where 
the impossible suddenly becomes possible, 
where we can strike at the heart of capitalism 
by collectively defying the illusion of property 
that holds the whole system in place. 

My political goal is the creation of a 
federation of autonomous communes able to 
meet their own needs independent of the 
fossil fuel economy. 

For that reason, I went to Standing Rock in 
hopes that others felt similarly, and there was 
a will amongst many people to reclaim treaty 
land and to create a permanent autonomous 
community on the site. Alas, the site wasn’t 
ideal, both because the Oceti Sakowin/Oceti 
Oyate camp was on a floodplain, and because 
it was on a sacred burial ground. 

Some settlers will feel uncomfortable with 
the whole notion of approaching moments of 
opportunity created by indigenous-led 
resistance campaigns with any agenda at all. 
Aren’t non-native allies supposed to take 
direction from native people? To this, I’ll reply 
with a story. 

Unbeknownst to most people, after the anti- • 
fracking movement ’in Mik’mak'i (in so-called I 
New Brunswick) was successful and most! 
people went home, the occupation continued. 
There was a small group of extremely’ 
committed people who tried to do exactly what! 
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people, the petroleum economy is so normal 
that it takes a change in consciousness to 
interrupt their acceptance of it. It provides a 
moment where anti-pipeline direct action will 
be broadly understood, drawing sympathizers 
and supporters out of the woodwork. Artful 
anarchist propaganda makes radical ideas 
seem like common sense, and this argument 
sort of makes itself: If a pipeline \% disaSter- 


I am advocating here—to turn a resistance 
camp into a permanent eco-community. Some 
of those people were native, some Acadian, 
and some settler. They made it through the 
winter and the spring. My partner and I were 
there in the spring and we started a garden 
with the help of a Mi’kmaq elder. It was a 
beautiful moment, in a beautiful place. A 
beautiful dream 
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By Jane 


Rape victims must always be believed. ! am 
convinced of this, and wrote about it in the last 
issue of Slingshot. When we fail to believe our 
rape victims, we uphold rape culture. It is vital 
that, when someone speaks up about rape or 
sexual assault, their complaint is taken 
seriously, and that the perpetrator is made to 
leave their spaces—not as a punishment, but 
simply to allow the victim to be able to heal. 

99 out of 100 times, a complaint of rape or 
harassment will be true. But once in a blue 
moon, you’ll get someone who is using the 
word “rape” wrong or misrepresenting what it 
means to be raped. Mis-representing the word 
“rape” hurts real rape victims by giving others 
an excuse to discredit their stories. 

So, in one of the community spaces where 
I’ve provided rape counseling to victims, there 
was a young woman who kept getting raped by 
different people. Like, every couple weeks it 
was happening. I want to tell her story because 
I think it complicates the issue of rape. And 
complicating the issue is good, I think because 
it helps undermine the tactic of weaponizing 
accusations of rape. I mean, it doesn't help 
victims when the concept of rape is treated like 
a monolith. Each instance of rape or assault is 
an individual and complex thing. Organizers 
have the habit of hearing the word “rape” and 
jumping into “protect the victim mode,” but I 
think this is just a way of protecting themselves 
from having to hold space for the victim’s story. 
And in extremely rare cases, the victim’s story, 


In her mind, “being raped” was simply to 
have sex when you don’t want it. It didn’t 
matter to her if she initiated that sex. Nor did it 
matter if she never said “no” or “stop” and 
continued to initiate intercourse until it was 
over. 

As she told the stories of her supposed 
experiences of rape, I realized “rape” was not 
the right word for what she was experiencing. 
It was still very sad. But it wasn’t rape. It was 
addiction. And she was blaming the people 
who had participated in her addiction the same 
way an alcoholic might blame an empty bottle 
for have allowed itself to have been emptied. 
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Rapists tend to target women who have 
already been raped: the trauma/dissociation 
makes it easier to rape them. This observation 
is backed up by CDC (Center of Disease 
Control + Prevention) data that shows being 
raped in the past significantly increases your 
likelihood of being raped again (2010). So, it’s 
totally likely that a person will be the “canary in 
the coal mine" in your community: a previous 
rape victim will likely be the first to get raped 
when a new rapist joins the community. 


afar, as my community space stopped listening 
to Alice and her complains of rape. But soon, I 
realized that something complex was going on, 
though: While my community had stopped 
listening to Alice, they were still listening to 
other women who were stepping forward with 
(often less extreme) cases of harassment. 
The space was still working hard to 
acknowledge and honor victims, including 
repeat victims. Just not Alice... 
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Perhaps the reason why, in our culture, we 
disassociate from listening to the stories of 
rape victims is we are terrified of making space 
for women’s oppression. Yes, rape happens 
20 times more to women, and when it happens 
to us, we are blamed for it, vs. men, who are 
often told it was the rapist’s fault, not theirs 


Last year, I was homeless while job- and 
apartment-hunting, and Alice offered to let me 
stay at her place for a few days. “You can 
even sleep in my bed,” she said over the 
phone, squealing gleefully. I was excited to 


I don’t consider what she did to me that day 
assault, but she could have assaulted me if I 
hadn’t stopped her. Her pattern of intimacy 
was the same as any garden-variety abuser- 
victimizing others while telling yourself the 
story “But I am the victim here.” 

Later, she explained that she had been 
raped in high school. She had been raped by 
a popular kid at her ultra-liberal un-school, and 
when she and her mother came forward with 
the rape accusation, the school officials 
decided to let the student body vote about 
whether to believe her. This is the same kind 
I of thing we now know never to do in 
| community spaces: it re-traumatizes the victim 
to be forced into politicking about their 
experience. Rape isn’t a political thing. It’s a 
trauma. Like being hit by a car. And being 
I forced to debate against her rapist in front of 
I her entire school left her on the verge of 
I psychosis. The experience led her to drop out 
of school, run away from home, and ultimately 
experience more abuse and grew addicted and 
detached from sex. 

I think some subtle, semi-conscious part of 
her was determined to victimize me. Not 
because I had done anything wrong to her, but 
because she wanted to stop being a victim and 
didn’t know how. In an anti-victim society, the 
only way to get your story out, weirdly, is 
without words: is to hurt other people., 
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sexual assault, their complaint is taken 
seriously, and that the perpetrator is made to 
leave their spaces—not as a punishment, but 
simply to allow the victim to be able to heal. 

99 out of 100 times, a complaint of rape or 
harassment will be true. But once in a blue 
moon, you’ll get someone who is using the 
word “rape" wrong or misrepresenting what it 
means to be raped. Mis-representing the word 
“rape" hurts real rape victims by giving others 
an excuse to discredit their stories. 

So, in one of the community spaces where 
I’ve provided rape counseling to victims, there 
was a young woman who kept getting raped by 
different people. Like, every couple weeks it 
was happening. I want to tell her story because 
I think it complicates the issue of rape. And 
complicating the issue is good, I think because 
it helps undermine the tactic of weaponizing 
accusations of rape. I mean, it doesn’t help 
victims when the concept of rape is treated like 
a monolith. Each instance of rape or assault is 
an individual and complex thing. Organizers 
have the habit of hearing the word “rape” and 
jumping into “protect the victim mode,” but I 
think this is just a way of protecting themselves 
from having to hold space for the victim’s story. 
And in extremely rare cases, the victim’s story, 
when you really hold space for it and take time 
to actually listen to it, doesn’t add up. 

So, there was this woman, who I will call 
Alice, in our community space, who had had a 
complicated, unique, traumatic experience of 
being raped in high school, after which she 
survived a period of sex- addiction and sexual 
disassociation. She was now in her mid¬ 
twenties, and after a period of healing, she had 
joined our community space, and she did a lot 
of great organizing work! She did a lot of 
emotional labor, bringing big smiles, delicious 
food, and good weed that she generously 


aireaay Deen rapea: ine irauma/aissociaoon 
makes it easier to rape them. This observation 
is backed up by CDC (Center of Disease 
Control + Prevention) data that shows being 
raped in the past significantly increases your 
likelihood of being raped again (2010). So, it’s 
totally likely that a person will be the “canary in 
the coal mine” in your community: a previous 
rape victim will likely be the first to get raped 
when a new rapist joins the community. 


to Alice and her complains of rape. But soon, I 
realized that something complex was going on, 
though: While my community had stopped 
listening to Alice, they were still listening to 
other women who were stepping forward with 
(often less extreme) cases of harassment. 
The space was still working hard to 
acknowledge and honor victims, including 
repeat victims. Just not Alice... 


Perhaps the reason why, in our culture, we 
disassociate from listening to the stories of 
rape victims is we are terrified of making space 
for women’s oppression. Yes, rape happens 
20 times more to women, and when it happens 
to us, we are blamed for it, vs. men, who are 
often told it was the rapist’s fault, not theirs 
when they step forward. According to the 
CDC, around 1% of the male population 
reports being raped or experiencing sexual 
violence, while over 50% of women wili 
experience rape or sexual violence in her 
lifetime, and 100% of women are threatened 
with sexual violence on a daily or weekly basis. 
Sexual violence is a targeted thing towards 
women that holds us down as a group of 
people. There are people who constantly 
threaten us with sexual violence, and yet it is 
totally ignored!—not okay! The fact that some 
voters just elected an out rapist as 
commander-in-chief really shows the degree to 
which people in our culture dissociate from the 
sexual violence and threats women must 
contend with every moment of our waking 
reality. 

Not all men rape, only 4% of men commit 
over 90% of all reported rapes—averaging 
around 6 rapes before they-are finally “caught.” 
(according to one Nytimes study) 

Not all men rape, but men benefit from rape. 
They benefit from having half the populace 
held in constant fear of having violence 


Last year, I was homeless while job- and 
apartment-hunting, and Alice offered to let me 
stay at her place for a few days. “You can 
even sleep in my bed,” she said over the 
phone, squealing gleefully. I was excited to 
see her, for sure, but really didn't need to 
displace her from her bed. But she insisted. 
She would take the sofa, she explained. 
Something about this made me nervous, but I 
shrugged off those feelings. This was Alice. 
Someone in my community—someone I loved 
in a very Jouissance sort of way. Jouissance: 
that love of others in the flow of daily life, a sort 
of love that lets us find roles for each other on 
desire, but rather the glee that is building 
community and bounty together. 

The first night I slept at Alice's, I was mostly 
in and out doing job interviews and didn’t see 
much of her. The second day, though, she 
wanted to watch a TV show on her laptop with 
me, so I said, “Sure.” Then she jumped into 
her bed, and gestured that I get in with her. 
Hesitantly, I took a spot on the bed next to her, 
leaving a gap between us. 

Within a few minutes of the show starting, 
her fingers found their way on my arm, and 
then she lifted one of her legs and swung it 
over mine and began lightly humping me. 

“Dude,” I said, and I sat up and scooted 
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hadn t stopped her. Her pattern of intimacy 
was the same as any garden-variety abuser: 
victimizing others while telling yourself the 
story “But I am the victim here.” 

Later, she explained that she had been 
raped in high school. She had been raped by 
a popular kid at her ultra-liberal un-school, and 
when she and her mother came forward with 
the rape accusation, the school officials 
decided to let the student body vote about 
whether to believe her. This is the same kind 
of thing we now know never to do in 
community spaces: it re-traumatizes the victim 
to be forced into politicking about their 
experience. Rape isn’t a political thing. It’s a 
trauma. Like being hit by a car. And being 
forced to debate against her rapist in front of 
her entire school left her on the verge of 
psychosis. The experience led her to drop out 
of school, run away from home, and ultimately 
experience more abuse and grew addicted and 
detached from sex. 

I think some subtle, semi-conscious part of 
her was determined to victimize me. Not 
because I had done anything wrong to her, but 
because she wanted to stop being a victim and 
didn't know how. In an anti-victim society, the 
only way to get your story out, weirdly, is 
without words: is to hurt other people.. 


As someone who has worked to recover 
from my own experiences of rape, while 
likewise helping others in my community work / 
talk through their experiences and reclaim their 
narratives, I find it very sad when someone 
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Alice, in our community space, who had had a 
complicated, unique, traumatic experience of 
being raped in high school, after which she 
survived a period of sex addiction and sexual 
disassociation. She was now in her mid¬ 
twenties, and after a period of healing, she had 
joined our community space, and she did a lot 
of great organizing work! She did a lot of 
emotional labor, bringing big smiles, delicious 
food, and good weed that she generously 



shared. She made our revolutionary space 
feel good, and was awesome to have around. 

Then came a series of rape accusations 
from her, in which she would tell the group that 
someone from the community had come over 
to her house to hang out, and while there, had 
raped her. WHOA! This really freaked 
everyone out. 

At first, the accused people were banned. 
But this kept happening to her, sometimes on a 
weekly basis. After a while, no one knew how 
to react to it. I was on the road, and watched 
everything unfold from afar as the community 
eventually stopped listening to Alice. Since I 
wasn’t there as this went down, I found myself 
wondering- What was up with the collective? 
Were they just totally ignorant of the patterns 
of rapists to gravitate towards raping people 
who have already been victimized? 


reports being raped or experiencing sexual 
violence, while over 50% of women will 
experience rape or sexual violence in her 
lifetime, and 100% of women are threatened 
with sexual violence on a daily or weekly basis. 
Sexual violence is a targeted thing towards 
women that holds us down as a group of 
people. There are people who constantly 
threaten us with sexual violence, and yet it is 
totally ignored!—not okay! The fact that some 
voters just elected an out rapist as 
commander-in-chief really shows the degree to 
which people in our culture dissociate from the 
sexual violence and threats women must 
contend with every moment of our waking 
reality. 

Not all men rape, only 4% of men commit 
over 90% of all reported rapes—averaging 
around 6 rapes before they-are finally “caught.” 
(according to one Nytimes study) 

Not all men rape, but men benefit from rape. 
They benefit from having half the populace 
held in constant fear of having violence 
enacted against them. There are “protector" 
men who capitalize off of the fear created in 
women by the work of rapists in the form of 
extracting free emotional labor from women 
who seek “protection.” Sublimated fear of 
rape and sexual violence also makes women 
less apt to negotiate and compete with men in 
the workplace. Pervasive fear of sexual 
violence warps women's personalities in this 
culture, leading women to become more timid, 
or go the opposite and become hyper-feminine 
and dissociated from their sexuality. It is 
impossible to stay grounded in the world 
without being thrown off center by the 
pervasiveness of rape culture and sexual 
threats. Rape is the most visceral component 
to the systematic oppression of the female 
gender, an oppression that we dissociate from 
because we are terrified of confronting it. 

We don’t believe rape victims because we 
don’t hear them. Their stories terrify us. We 
want the rape not to have happened. So we 
dissociate from every damn report of it. 
Which, I believe, is what enables it to keep 
happening again and again. 

These types of thoughts were going through 
my head as I watched on social media, from 



She would take the sofa, she explained. 
Something about this made me nervous, but I 
shrugged off those feelings. This was Alice. 
Someone in my community—someone I loved 
in a very Jouissance sort of way. Jouissance: 
that love of others in the flow of daily life, a sort 
of love that lets us find roles for each other on 
desire, but rather the glee that is building 
community and bounty together. 

The first night I slept at Alice’s, I was mostly 
in and out doing job interviews and didn’t see 
much of her. The second day, though, she 
wanted to watch a TV show on her laptop with 
me, so I said, “Sure.” Then she jumped into 
her bed, and gestured that I get in with her. 
Hesitantly, I took a spot on the bed next to her, 
leaving a gap between us. 

Within a few minutes of the show starting, 
her fingers found their way on my arm, and 
then she lifted one of her legs and swung it 
over mine and began lightly humping me. 

“Dude,” I said, and I sat up and scooted 
away from her, asking her to please explain 
what she thought was going on. 
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“I was just cuddling!” she explained. “This is 
what I like to do with my friends!" 

In the weeks that followed, she and I had 
some really hard conversations, and I began to 
unravel what had happened between her and 
the others in the community who she had 
accused of raging her. 



As someone who has worked to recover 
from my own experiences of rape, while 
likewise helping others in my community work / 
talk through their experiences and reclaim their 
narratives, I find it very sad when someone 
uses the word “rape” incorrectly, as she was. 

But communities are full of people, not 
robots. You’ll always get folks who just aren’t 
in the same game. Alice was experiencing 
frequent dissociation, hallucinations, and 
psychosis. This behavior was an extension of 
mental illness, and I consider her a very brave 
person for working to cope with it. 

The community, in the meantime, I think 
made the right choice by ceasing to listen 
when she reported rape, while also continuing 
to listen whenever other women came forward. 
Eventually, she left the community and moved 
to a new city. I hope she learns to face herself 
and take accountability for her very sad pattern 
of abusive behavior. 



















'By Kathy Labriola 


I am a nurse, counselor, and hypnotherapist I 
I as well as an anarchist and political activist in 
I Berkeley, California. Not surprisingly, most of | 
| my clients are anarchists, political activists, 
land community.organizers. Many of them 
I have sought counseling because they are 
I struggling with some kind of mental health j 
I condition or challenge. Many have been 
I coping with these conditions for years and 
| even decades, and have tried many different | 
■ approaches to minimize their painful 
I symptoms and maximize their happiness. 
Quite a few have confided to me that they I 
Ihave been criticized and shamed by other 
I activists for going to counseling , for 
I prioritizing self-care, or for utilizing 
I medications to manage their most disabling 
I symptoms. Many describe how they have 
I suffered in silence for many years with mental 
I health conditions, before finally seeking help 
I from a doctor, therapist, or other medical 
| practitioner. 

There is no “one size fits all” approach to 
I mental health, and I want to support our 
I friends and comrades in choosing the path 
they feel is best for them. It is not up to me or | 

I anyone else to tell anyone how to handle a i 
I mental health challenge. However, I would like 
I to express some ideas I believe can add to f 
this conversation in our anarchist community. 
Whether or not you have a mental health | 
conditions yourself, learn as much as you can I 
about mental health conditions. This will 
empower you to take care of yourself if you I 
have such a condition, or help you to be a I 
useful ally to any friend, family member, or I 


I with practical things like cookingmealwjn 
doing laundry, rides to appointments, or help 
with paperwork or finding counseling or a' 
I support group. Or they may be feeling so 
distressed that they need to take time off work j 
| and may need people to loan them a little 
money or give them a temporary place to stay. 
Or they may need someone to listen and give I 
them emotional support as they try to make| 
decisions and plans for their recovery. 

Our comrades deserve autonomy, privacy,! 

I and control over their bodies, minds, and I 
spirits, and it is important that we respect theirl 
choices with acceptance and love. They may I 
choose to take medications such as anti¬ 
depressants, anti-anxiety drugs, mood 
stabilizers, or anti-psychotic drugs to reduce 
their symptoms. Many people with mental 
health conditions have said they have felt 
unfairly judged by other activists who believe 
these medications are harmful and| 
unnecessary. 

In fact, these medications are grossly over¬ 
prescribed by doctors arid are given out like! 

| candy to anyone who mentions to a doctor! 

^ that they are a little anxious or depressed, and I 
they do have potential dangers and side ' 

| effects. However, for some people, severe] 



Similarly, people who are experiencing a 
| manic episode are often experiencing intense 
I panic, and their mind feels so frenzied that 
I they cannot sleep, eat, or focus on any task or I 
I activity. And people who are diagnosed with 
| schizophrenia often hear voices and see 
visions and hallucinations, and many feel 
convinced that they are being pursued by I 
dangerous people who intend to harm them. I 
This can be so terrifying and painful that ifl 
drives many people to suicide attempts. As a I 
result, many of them choose to take anti-1 
psychotic medications, which significantly 
reduce or even eliminate the hallucinations 
and the voices. This can allow someone to I 
feel safer and calmer, and be able to focus on I 
work, school, art, friends and family, and/or I 
activism, rather than being exhausted and I 
distraught from coping with unwanted voices I 
and visions. 

No one should be forced to take drugs I 
against their will, but people deserve to have I 
agency over these decisions and they need 3 
accurate information and support from their l 


experience burn-out, frustration, sadness, 

■ self-doubt, and a deep feeling of 
I hopelessness at certain points in their lives. 

■ Capitalism is stubbornly resistant to change, 
I and many people feel angry and discouraged 

■ after spending years working so hard and 

■ seeing only incremental progress. This can 

■ lead to many of our comrades experiencing 

■ periods of depression, anxiety, and feeling 
| incapacitated. 

\ Many anarchists have told me that they 
| weathered these periods alone, because they 
I were reluctant to talk to others for fear of 
I being seen as weak or wrong, and they did 
I not think anyone would care about their 
struggles. In fact, many activists have said 
I that when they reached out for help, they were 
[told they were “self-centered” or “entitled” and 
attacked for “not pulling their weight” in a I 
political organization or collective. Or theyl 
were told that other people are morel 
'oppressed than they are so they shouldn’t| 
complain about their problems, or that mental | 
heaftt^roblem^re a “first world problem.” | 








I have been criticized and shamed by other 
I activists for going to counseling , fori 
I prioritizing self-care, or for utilizing! 
I medications to manage their most disabling 
I symptoms. Many describe how they have 
I suffered in silence for many years with mental 
I health conditions, before finally seeking help 
I from a doctor, therapist, or other medical ] 
| practitioner. 

There is no “one size fits all” approach to 
I mental health, and I want to support our | 
I friends and comrades in choosing the path 
I they feel is best for them. It is not up to me or j 
I anyone else to tell anyone how to handle a 
I mental health challenge. However, I would like 
to express some ideas I believe can add to | 

I this conversation in our anarchist community. 

I Whether or not you have a mental health I 
conditions yourself, learn as much as you can 
about mental health conditions. This will 
empower you to take care of yourself if you 
have such a condition, or help you to be a I 
useful ally to any friend, family member, or I 
loved one who may need support during a I 
mental health crisis. You can educate yourself I 
through a variety of books, articles, websites, f 
podcasts, and other resources from a variety 
of different points of view. Engage in 
respectful conversations with people you know 
who have experienced depression, anxiety, a 
manic state, hearing voices or having 
hallucinations, or a state where they felt 
impaired in decision-making or taking care of 
themselves. If they are willing to discuss their 
experiences with you, learn about what this ! 
[was like for them and what strategies or I 
[treatments they have found to be helpful. They! 

| may or may not already have a support 
I system of friends and/or family members set 
up to be there for them either during a crisis or 
on an ongoing basis. If you feel you can 
commit time and energy to be part of their 
support team, offer to be available to them in 
times of distress, being as clear as you can 
about what you can provide and any 




choices with acceptance and love. They may| 
choose to take medications such as anti-1 
depressants, anti-anxiety drugs, mood 
stabilizers, or anti-psychotic drugs to reduce 
their symptoms. Many people with mental 
health conditions have said they have felt 
unfairly judged by other activists who believe 
these medications are harmful and j 
unnecessary. 

In fact, these medications are grossly over-] 
prescribed by doctors arid are given out like! 
candy to anyone who mentions to a doctor! 

I that they are a little anxious or depressed, and | 
they do have potential dangers and side* 

1 effects. However, for some people, severe j 






reduce or even eliminate the hallucinations 
I and the voices. This can allow someone to 
[feel safer and calmer, and be able to focus on 
I work, school, art, friends and family, and/or 
I activism, rather than being exhausted and 
[distraught from coping with unwanted voices 
| and visions. 

No one should be forced to take drugs 
I against their will, but people deserve to have 
[agency over these decisions and they need 
[accurate information and support from their 


Deing seen as weak or wrong, and they did 
I not think anyone would care about their 
[struggles. In fact, many activists have said 
that when they reached out for help, they were [ 
jtold they were “self-centered” or “entitled” and] 
[attacked for “not pulling their weight" in a| 
[political organization or collective. Or they I 
[were told that other people are morel 
[oppressed than they are so they shouldn't) 
[complain about their problems, or that mental [ 
[health problems are a “first world problem.” 
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depression can be so disabling that they are! 
unable to work, they cannot safely take care of I 
their children, and they feel in danger of self- j 
harm. For people in so much pain, taking one 
or more of these drugs can make the I 
difference between living in a horrible hell of I 
despair and actually feeling well enough to do f 
the things they want and need to do in their 
lives. 


Mental Health and Carving Space Out of Capitalism 


[By A. Iwasa 

[Last yeaF while interning at the Des Moines . As some of the’SSHSSwH 
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| loved ones and comrades in order to make anl 
informed choice. Some people with mental 
health conditions may choose not to take 
medications, and they need a support system [ 
to help them develop healthy strategies to | 
reduce their symptoms and enhance their 
wellbeing. Some people focus on self-care, [ 
| making sure to get enough exercise, eat 
healthy meals, do regular journaling, spend 
time in nature, and have quality time with 
friends and lovers . Others find counseling, 
support groups, and classes to be nurturing 
and restorative. Creating art or music is very 
healing for many people. For some, pursuing 
a spiritual path through meditation or some 

Other form of sniritual nmntir.e is rpntml tn I 


[Many people drop out of our organizations 
and even give up on political activism when 
[they are ridiculed instead of supported. 

On a positive note, I have seen some 
I people in crisis who have had a very tight 
community of friends and loved ones who 
provided emotional and practical support to 
help them through it. This is our anarchist 
community at its best: providing mutual aid 
that can include anything from keeping 
[someone fed and housed to taking turns 
staying up all night with them during a suicidal 
crisis. We can sustain ourselves, our loved 






podcasts, and other resources from a variety I 
of different points of view. Engage in 
respectful conversations with people you know 
who have experienced depression, anxiety, a 
I manic state, hearing voices or having 
[hallucinations, or a state where they feltj 
[impaired in decision-making or taking care of j 
themselves. If they are willing to discuss their J 
experiences with you, learn about what this] 
[was like for them and what strategies orj 
[treatments they have found to be helpful. They I 
[may or may not already have a support 
system of friends and/or family members set 
up to be there for them either during a crisis or 
I on an ongoing basis. If you feel you can [ 
commit time and energy to be part of their 
support team, offer to be available to them in [ 
times of distress, being as clear as you can 
about what you can provide and any 
I boundaries you need. They may want help 


rf lT S AU! 

.HO COM lS best fbR 






AM 


mm** 


depression can be so disabling that they arei 
unable to work, they cannot safely take care of I 
their children, and they feel in danger of self- [ 
harm. For people in so much pain, taking one[ 
or more of these drugs can make the | 
difference between living in a horrible hell of I 
despair and actually feeling well enough to do | 
the things they want and need to do in their | 
lives. 
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| Last year while interning at the Des Moines 
| Catholic Worker Community, I got into a phone 
[conversation with The Eggplant about the 
[many contradictions in trying to carve space 
|out of capitalism where you don’t have to 
[interact with money. 

These sort of spaces vary widely, and 
| having met The Eggplant in the Long Haul 
] Infoshop, where our office is also located, and 
[having also spent a fair amount of time 
[together in People's Park, we had a great deal 
| to compare and contrast from our personal 
[experiences. As our conversation went on, he 
[asked if I would consider writing an article 
about dealing with mental health crisis 
J situations in a free space where we don't, or in 
| the Catholic Worker’s case, at least try not to 
J rely on the state. Though I knew the value of 
such an article, I was instantly stumped as to 
how to go about writing it without airing too 
much dirty laundry, and how helpful such an 
| article by me would actually be. 


As some of these things go, I ended up just I 
pondering more questions as I proceeded. I’ve | 
had a many good conversations with various j 
people from a number of projects and have I 
come to the conclusion that a call fori 
submissions for people to share stories in the ! 
pages of Slingshot on the topic of dealing with 
mental, health crisis situations without reliance 
on the state might be the best way to move 
forward. If you have something to share, 
please get in touch! 


I loved ones and comrades in order to make an 
informed choice. Some people with mental 
health conditions may choose not to take 
medications, and they need a support system 
to help them develop healthy strategies to 
reduce their symptoms and enhance their 
wellbeing. Some people focus on self-care, 

| making sure to get enough exercise, eat 
healthy meals, do regular journaling, spend 
time in nature, and have quality time with 
friends and lovers . Others find counseling, 
support groups, and classes to be nurturing 
and restorative. Creating art or music is very 
healing for many people. For some, pursuing 
a spiritual path through meditation or some 
| other form of spiritual practice is central to 
J sustaining their mental health. 

None of these options are mutually 
exclusive. Many people take medication, 
either for a few months while they are | 
experiencing a mental health crisis, or for a | 
much longer period, sometimes for many| 
years, to relieve their symptoms. However, | 
they may also concurrently utilize many of the 
other strategies of self-care, counseling, 
creating art, or a spiritual practice, both to help 
them recover and then to prevent the 
symptoms from recurring. 

Rather than judging anyone for the tools 
they choose to use to survive, radical | 
movements can support our comrades and | 
respect their choices. Many activists struggle | 
; with these conditions and need as much | 
j support and love as we can offer them. 

Doing radical political activism is very hard 
| work, and many people become exhausted | 


__ 

Many people drop out of our organizations 

and even give up on political activism when 
they are ridiculed instead of supported. 

On a positive note, I have seen some 
people in crisis who have had a very tight 
community of friends and loved ones who 
provided emotional and practical support to 
help them through it. This is our anarchist 
community at its best: providing mutual aid 
that can include anything from keeping 
someone fed and housed to taking turns 
staying up all night with them during a suicidal 
crisis. We can sustain ourselves, our loved 
ones, and our movements over time by being 
compassionate and providing support. 


Corrections to 
Slingshot #123 

Eliane Knorr and Paul Z. Simons translated The 
Many Coups in Brazil. 
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In the last issue of Slingshot there was a 
misprint: The actual name of the new 
publication being started by members of the 
Slingshot collective is: Subversas.com. 

Slingshot free stuff 

We’ll send you a random assortment of back issues 
for the cost of postage. Send $3 for 2 lbs. Free if* 
you’re an infoshop or library, slingshot at tao.ca 
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Here are some corrections to the Radical 
Contact list published in the 2017 Slingshot 
Organizer, plus a few new spaces we've heard 
about recently. Radical spaces invite us to 
live life according to our own priorities, not the 
narrow boxes dangled before us by 
corporations and mainstream culture. We 
want something better than fun — we're 
creating joy which is an experience we create 
communally and have in relation to others. 
Please send us your suggestions and 
corrections for the 2018 contact list, which we'll 
be compiling in June and Juiy. Due to 
computer problems, we haven't been able to 
update the on-line version of the list at 
slignshot.tao.ca, but we hope to soon. 
Counterpoint - Roswell, GA 
An anarchist hackerspace for sharing' 
knowledge and tools that hosts events and has 
literature. 625 Colonial Park Dr. Suite 203, 
Roswell, GA 30075 counterpoint.info 
Bexley Natural Market - Bexley, OH 
A non-profit cooperative grocery food. 508 N. 
Cassady Ave. Bexley, OH 43209 614-252- 
3951 

Info-Lounge und Mediathek - 
Goerlitz, Germany 

They in a rather small town but seem to be 
very active in political education, critical 
history. They have a library and a communal 
living project. HausundHof e.V., 
Hospitalstrasse 30, 02826 Goerlitz 
Hamhar.hAr Fnrest Infnshrtn — Riiir 


radical." Eligio Ayala 907 c/Tacuary Asuncion - 
Paraguay Tel. 595 21 447976. 

Manuke Guesthouse - Tokyo, Japan 

A new radical guesthouse/cheap hostel. 
Fudeno bldg. 4f 3-8-12 Koenji-kita Suginamiku 
Tokyo 1660002 Japan, +81 (0)3 3330 .5163, 
manuke.asia/english/home.html 


Slingshot loves New Jersey! 

A friend sent a list of safe spaces in New 
Jersey including the following: 

• Cedar Ridge Cafe: a LGBTQ and vegan- 
friendly bakery that hosts events. 410 
Ridgewood Rd, Maplewood, NJ 07040 973- 
327-2286. 

• Gallery Aferro: An art Gallery and 

community space. 73 Market St., Newark, NJ 
07102 973-353-9533 

• Human Rights Institute: an art Gallery and 
research Institute at Kean University. 1000 
Morris Ave, Union NJ 07083 908-737-4670. 

• Java Love: a coffee Shop and acoustic 
space. 244 Bellevue Ave, Montclair NJ 07043 
973-744-2122. 

• Index Art Center: 237 Washington St., 
Newark, NJ 07102 862-218-0278 

• Meatiocker: A multipurpose basement, 8 
Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042 908-433-3380 

Changes to the 2017 Slingshot 
Organizer 


We think the Tannex in Albuquerque still 
exists, but you can't send snail mail to the 
address we published. Email us if you can 
confirm they still exist. 


■ 


I 
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■ 



PM Press 
PO Box 23912 
Oakland, CA 94623 
Reviewed by A. Iwasa 

Written by a participant in the Bay Area’s 
Cooperative (Co-op) Movement, this book 
starts strong with a brief Preface and 
Introduction, followed by a comprehensive 
history of cooperation, delving back into its 
evolutionary roots in our ancestors, Homo 
erectus, some 1.5 million years ago in Africa. 

There is at least one note worthy factual 
error in the first chapter, that Upton Sinclair 
was governor of California, but it’s really only a 
oassina reference which iumDed out to me as 
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narrow boxes aangiea oerore us Dy 
corporations and mainstream culture. We 
want something better than fun — we're 
creating joy which is an experience we create 
communally and have in relation to others. 
Please send us your suggestions and 
corrections for the 2018 contact list, which we'll 
be compiling in June and Juiy. Due to 
computer problems, we haven't been able to 
update the on-line version of the list at 
slignshot.tao.ca, but we hope to soon. 
Counterpoint - Roswell, GA 
An anarchist hackerspace for sharing' 
knowledge and tools that hosts events and has 
literature. 625 Colonial Park Dr. Suite 203, 
Roswell, GA 30075 counterpoint.info 
Bexley Natural Market ■ Bexley, OH 
A non-profit cooperative grocery food. 508 N. 
Cassady Ave. Bexley, OH 43209 614-252- 
3951 

Info-Lounge und Mediathek - 
Goerlitz, Germany 

They in a rather small town but seem to be 
very active in political education, critical 
history. They have a library and a communal 
living project. HausundHof e.V., 
Hospitalstrasse 30,02826 Goerlitz 
Hambacher Forest Infoshop - Buir, 
An infoshop at the site of a five year blockade 
of the expansion of the largest coal mine in 
Western Europe that features tree sits and 
barricades throughout the Hambacher Forest. 
Broichstrasse 79, 50171 Buir, Germany 
hambachforest.blogsport.de 
La Serafina and Aireana • Asuncion 
- Paraguay 

La Serafina is a LGBT meet-up space that 
caters primarily to lesbians and is open at 8:00 
on Fridays as a social space. Aireana is a 
rights organization that provides legal support 
to LGBT folks in Paraguay. Being LGBT is 
very stigmatized in Paraguay and our contact 
reports that “the fact this place exists is quite 
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manuke.asia/english/home.html 

Slingshot loves New Jersey! 

A friend sent a list of safe spaces 
Jersey including the following: 

• Cedar Ridge Cafe: a LGBTQ and vegan- 
friendly bakery that hosts events. 410 
Ridgewood Rd, Maplewood, NJ 07040 973- 
327-2286. 

• Gallery Aferro: An art Gallery and 

community space. 73 Market St., Newark, NJ 
07102 973-353-9533 

• Human Rights Institute: an art Gallery and 
research Institute at Kean University. 1000 
Morris Ave, Union NJ 07083 908-737-4670. 

• Java Love: a coffee Shop and acoustic 

space. 244 Bellevue Ave, Montclair NJ 07043 
973-744-2122. | 

• Index Art Center: 237 Washington St., S 

Newark, NJ 07102 862-218-0278 - 

• Meatiocker: A multipurpose basement, 8 Zj 

Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042 908-433-3380 ■ 

Changes to the 2017 Slingshot | 

Organizer 

• We think the Tannex in Albuquerque still J 
exists, but you can’t send snail mail to the ■ 
address we published. Email us if you can 5 
confirm they still exist. 

La'Cocne / Ovaria Psychos Bicycle Brigade ■ 

The correct info is: 2628 E. Cesar E Chavez, 5 j 
LA, CA 90033 323-285-2019 Jcolumbia University Press 

Hallongrottan in Stockholm, Sweden is *61 W 62nd St„ New York, NY 10023 
^ e ^ wn permanently *“25 bucks - (or you can also find it in the Long 

• okkafe Vulgo in Gothenburg. Sweden is H Haul Infoshop’s radical library in Berkeley, CA!) 

closed down permanently. ™ Reviewed by eoh 

• Bokafeen Jaap in Oslo, Norway is closed I This is an easy-to-read book by an 
;°u W l f0r the ,ime being due t0 fire - l( is bein 9 ■ Atmospheric Scientist (Michael E. Mann) and 
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How 

Destroying Our Polities, 
and Driving Us Cra2y 


rebuilt. 


Netherlands no longer exists. 

Chat Noir Toulousain in Toulouse, France no H 
longer exists. 

* Kiosk Arnaud-Bernard in Toulouse, France I 
no longer exists 


_ an award winning Cartoonist (Tom Toles). It is 
,L. SS ? a , onornous Bookstore in Nijmegen, | filled with facts and connections to help you 


understand what you already know: We are 
fucked! We fucked it up!!...and we’re in denial. 

Denial is a protective mechanism to protect 
oneself from emotional overload. But in 
regards to climate change it is very unhealthy 
and our collective denial is destroying the 
planet we’re living on, better to say: living from. 
Of course it is no fun to read the scientific facts 
about how dire our situation really is and life 
here in the US still feels relatively “normal’’.... 
we surf on the (rising) coast, hike in the (not 
yet burned) forests, eat (grass fed) red meat 
(you can’t smell the methane in the pan!) and 
drive our cars wherever we feel we need to. 


PM Press 
PO Box 23912 
Oakland, CA 94623 
Reviewed by A. Iwasa 

Written by a participant in the Bay Area’s 
Cooperative (Co-op) Movement, this book 
starts strong with a brief Preface and 
Introduction, followed by a comprehensive 
history of cooperation, delving back into its 
evolutionary roots in our ancestors, Homo 
erectus, some 1.5 million years ago in Africa. 

There is at least one note worthy factual 
error in the first chapter, that Upton Sinclair 
was governor of California, but it’s really only a 
passing reference which jumped out to me as 
a recovering Socialist and genera! history 
nerd. Otherwise, it’s like a condensed version 
of SacharofTs label mate, John Curl’s For All 
the People, another book on co-ops I’d highly 
recommend. 

With the second chapter,.Sacharoff gets into 
the specifics of Bay Area co-ops including 
political struggle and even a shooting that 
ended with one dead and another wounded. 
This instantly reminded me of Minneapolis’s 
Co-op Wars, which Sacharoff goes on to allude 
to, though not by that name. I would like to 
read a more in depth account of this like 
Storefront Revolution by Craig Cox, and to 
read more about the specific organizations, the 
Representative Body and Tribal Thumb, such 
as with Inside Out by Alexandra Stein, who 
had been a member of the Minneapolis Co-op 
Organization after the Co-op Wars. 

The scope of co-ops and collectives, from 
day care centers to a refrigeration 
maintenance collective and their ongoing 
legacies are recorded in this work as Sacharoff 
goes on to describe how some of these co-ops 
survive to this day. Subsequent chapters 
focus on Veritable Vegetable, Rainbow 





















or me expansion or tne largest coal mine in 
Western Europe that features tree sits and 
barricades throughout the Hambacher Forest. 
Broichstrasse 79, 50171 Buir, Germany 
hambachforest.blogsport.de 
La Serafina and Aireana • Asuncion 
■ Paraguay 

La Serafina is a LGBT meet-up space that 
caters primarily to lesbians and is open at 8:00 
on Fridays as a social space. Aireana is a 
rights organization that provides legal support 
to LGBT folks in Paraguay. Being LGBT is 
very stigmatized in Paraguay and our contact 
reports that “the fact this place exists is quite 
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• Bokafeen Jaap in Oslo, Norway is closed ■ This is an easy-to-read book by an 
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_ etherlands no longer exists. « understand what you already know: We are 

Chat Noir Toulousain in Toulouse, France no | fucked! We fucked it up!!...and we're in denial. 


longer exists. 

Kiosk Arnaud-Bernard in Toulouse, France 
no longer exists. 



Denial is a protective mechanism to protect 
oneself from emotional overload. But in 
regards to climate change it is very unhealthy 
and our collective denial is destroying the 
planet we're living on, better to say: living from. 
Of course it is no fun to read the scientific facts 
| about how dire our situation really is and life 
here in the US still feels relatively “normal”.... 
we surf on the (rising) coast, hike in the (not 
yet burned) forests, eat (grass fed) red meat 
(you can't smell the methane in the pan!) and 
drive our cars wherever we feel we need to. 
We live our lives completely dependent on the 
everlasting flow of fuel. But do we at all look at 
the everlasting flow of carbon into the 
atmosphere that we generate in our daily 
lives? 4 tons from an average American every 
year (the weight of an elephant) - well, we 
can't see it AND there are (fossil fuel) interests 
that do a lot to tell us we're crazy and 
misinformed if we worry about it. We are told 
we should trust in humanity's creativity (for 
geoengineering), especially in the country of 
the free (enterprize)! 

The cartoons perfectly summarize and 
complement the text. They also lead us into 
the focus of the last 3-4 pages on "What can 
we do?”. 

Even though I'm not satisfied with the 
answers to this last question, I appreciate the 
book's clear sorting out of the real scientists 
and REAL FACTS from the misinformation 
campaign. 

Read this book, spread it around, give it to 
every denialist that crosses your path and get 
out of the (climate) madhouse! 

Just to remember, it's urgent!! ...maybe too late 
...still reading?? 


or sacnaron s iaoei mate, Jonn Curl s For All 
the People, another book on co-ops I’d highly 
recommend. 

With the second chapter,. Sacharoff gets into 
the specifics of Bay Area co-ops including 
political struggle and even a shooting that 
ended with one dead and another wounded. 
This instantly reminded me of Minneapolis’s 
Co-op Wars, which Sacharoff goes on to allude 
to, though not by that name. I would like to 
read a more in depth account of this like 
Storefront Revolution by Craig Cox, and to 
read more about the specific organizations, the 
Representative Body and Tribal Thumb, such 
as with Inside Out by Alexandra Stein, who 
had been a member of the Minneapolis Co-op 
Organization after the Co-op Wars. 

The scope of co-ops and collectives, from 
day care centers to a refrigeration 
maintenance collective and their ongoing 
legacies are recorded in this work as Sacharoff 
goes on to describe how some of these co-ops 
survive to this day. Subsequent chapters 
focus on Veritable Vegetable, Rainbow 
Grocery and Other Avenues. I think this is all 
really important information, since we have to 
figure out ways to survive under capitalism, 
and develop infrastructure worth using to 
replace the system. 

Sacharoff follows this with a sort of 
autobiography of her relationship with food, 
which I thought was pretty cool. I’m always 
fascinated by how people's relationships with 
their passions evolve. She gives props to her 
children for being Food Not Bombsers, which 
is actually how I know them and in turn found 
out about this book. She rounds out the 
chapter with a few recipes, which along with a 
couple others in previous chapters, I think is a 
solid way to make the book accessible to 
people. 

The last couple of.chapters deal largely with 
the nuts and bolts of starting, running and 
supporting co-ops. There is also some 
visioning and comprehensive lists of co-ops 

and other related resources in the Appendices. 
The whole book is methodically end noted for 
those interested in further research. It’s a 
must read for those interested in co-ops and 
their potential as part of a better world! 
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Join the Resistance 

By - Scoff ZtVui- 



As one comrade from Station 40 Food Not 
Bombs pointed out in San Francisco, at the 
same time many 'zines are becoming 
something you look at on your phone, one of 
the 'zines we reviewed this issue has recently 
reversed the trend and become a print project 
that started with something you did on your 
phone. 

Even in the middle of the information 
technology beast's belly, we continue with our 
commitment to print and celebrating others 
do so also. Hopefully you dig these 'zines as 
much as we did! (A. Iwasa) 



FREE TO PEOPLE IN PRISONS. JAILS. AND DETENTION CENTERS • ESPAfiOL AL REVES 


ISSUE 26: OBSTACLES & OPPORTUNITIES 


Letter from the Editors 


'Mass Incarceration' 
as Misnomer 


riiWxt* b«• become a kH leading, laraelr veetem. and potonlUUy dan 


hat capitalism and white supremacy are 
intertwined and work to undermine that goal. 

Over the last 29 years of printing, TTT has 
published a 24-page tabloid. Often on a bi¬ 
monthly basis, with 6 journals being published 
per year. They are distributed both in the 
streets and to prisons. 

At the moment, economic hardship has 
become an understandable limit to the scope 
of the journal's distribution. Postage alone 
costs around $1,000 for every issue. That's 
why they’ve cut down to an 8 page journal 
published 4 times a year. They’re kicking off a 
campaign to get 100 people of means to 
donate $100 dollars a year, or $10 a month, to 
help spread their work further. 

Check them out, and if you like their work 
and want to see more of it in your community, 
you can donate to their gofundme page by 
going to http://gofundme.com/eugzgg. Or, if 
you like to keep it old school, you can send 
cash, a check, or a money order to Anti-Racist 


@nfiCopy< 


dist. by South Chicago ABC Zine Distro 
PO Box 721 
Homewood, IL 60430 

This zine is a short, informative publication 
about how to assert your autonomy in the 
various governments of the world. The zine 
includes an introduction to self-liberation as 
well as a list of the Universal Laws of Self 


Hotter Than Ever 2017 • Page 11 

attention to two books: An Indigenous 
People's History of the United States by 
Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz and Nine-Tenths of the 
Law: Property and Resistance by Hannah 
Dobbz. 

He shares a lot of connecting thoughts, 
experiences and observations. 

The following two articles in this zine are a 
starting point for the book project. 

Heather Wreckage's article called 
'Questions of Race and Resistance...' is 
inviting us to re-visit an unusual event in the 
sqatting movement. I was disturbed to read 
how this incident played out with mixed up 
roles. It led to a lot of questions about 
privilege, and questions of property definition 
when not banks or investors are involved but a 
family home. Heather calls for deeper 
questioning and exploring those kind of 
contradictions. She ends with "It’s very easy 
for a community to become devided, but I think 
through sensitivity and honest communication 
we can keep a community strong.” 


Liberation, and is extremely accessible. Plus, The other article gives us a quick tour 
it’s anti-copyright, so buy one and spread it through history, focussing on capitalism, 


around! (GoGo) 
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Action. (Forest) 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

& PRISONS FOR ALL 
THE ANIMALS 


By, Anthony Rayson 



C/O Critical Resistance 
1904 Franklin St., Suite 504 
Oakland, CA 94612 

As a testament to this prison abolition 
group's writing and editing, and the depth of 


rurrvhi£»m that ic the Prison Industrial 


South Chicago ABC 
PO Box 721 



Some tips and suggestions to help 
ensure personal and collective well¬ 
being in the face of police violence 
{and other adversities) 


landownership, and the owning classes. 
Samara Hayley Steele points out that to really 
let capitalism collapse there should (or must?) 
be other different "new social spaces in which 
post-capitalist identities and practices can 
evolve." She describes the roots of the 
squatting movement in the European 
Autonomous Movement that quickly spread to 
the United States. 

Samara has the curious question in mind if 
and how far the living reality in squats might 
be a practice of those post-capitalist social 
spaces. The question carries on when she 
ends with "everyone seems to have a different 
idea about what squatting is, what it could be, 
and how it should be represented." (eoh) 


lowitshould be represented." (eoh) j 
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dist. by Sprout Distro 
PO Box 68271 
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technology beast's belly, we continue with our 
commitment to print and celebrating others 
do so also. Hopefully you dig these 'zines as 
much as we did! (A. Iwasa) 
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ISSUE 26: OBSTACLES & OPPORTUNITIES 


Letter from the Editors 


'Mass Incarceration' 
as Misnomer 



C/O Critical Resistance 
1904 Franklin St., Suite 504 
Oakland, CA 94612 

As a testament to this prison abolition 
group's writing and editing, and the depth of 
the problem that is the Prison Industrial 
Complex (PIC), the newspaper was still well 
worth reading months after publication. 

Sharply laid out with great photographs and 
art, completely translated into Spanish and 
connecting the struggle against the PIC in the 
United States to other places such as 
Palestine and Argentina, this is a must read. 
Perhaps best of all, it's free to people in 
prisons, jails and detention centers! (A. Iwasa) 
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Free Oscar Frsa Jamil 
Al-Amln! 



INSIDE 


•#DisruptJ20 
Ungov«rnable2017 
* Solidarity with 
Standing Rock Grand 
Jury Resisters! 


* Parliamentary Coup 
in Brazil Criminalizes 
MST 


Free All Political Prisoners! 
Call or Tweet the President 
202-456-1111 @POTUS 


• Anti-Klan Researcher 
Daryte Lemont Jenkins 
LA. Jan. IS, 6pm 


♦PART’S 30th Anni¬ 
versary Feb 11, 7pm 
Bled. Rider, 
and Much More! 
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Anti-Racist Action 
PO Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 

Tired of knowing what we’re against but 
never seeina the materialization of what we’re 


why they’ve cut down to an 8 page journal 
published 4 times a year. They’re kicking off a 
campaign to get 100 people of means to 
donate $100 dollars a year, or $10 a month, to 
help spread their work further. 

Check them out, and if you like their work 
and want to see more of it in your community, 
you can donate to their gofundme page by 
going to http://gofundme.com/eugzgg. Or, if 
you like to keep it old school, you can send 
cash, a check, or a money order to Anti-Racist 


around! (GoGo) 


Action. (Forest) 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


& PRISONS FOR ALL 
THE ANIMALS 


By, Anthony Rayson 



South Chicago ABC 
PO Box 721 
Homewood, IL 60430 
Slaughterhouse is a very biting, intricate, 
and widely-scoped criticism of capitalism in our 
society, artfully discussed in a frame of 
comparison between modern societal issues 
and industrialized animal brutality. Rayson 
describes and details their views by drawing 
connections between the corporate farming 
and meat industry and the natural damage 
done to human society by capitalist institutions' 
deterioration of basic rights - the connections 
made are, in my opinion, understandably 
passionate and well-written, though a bit dense 
for it to be considered light reading by most. 
Rayson details the intensity of effects on 
economic, sociological, and political justice 
with ambition, bringing both the violent shift 
from indigenous anarchical societies to 
colonialist domination and that shift's modern- 
day echoes to their discussion. I found this 
piece to be very well-done and dense in a way 
that makes sense for the huge net of topics 
Rayson discusses. Recommended for anyone 
who likes re-reading paragraphs a few times 
over, (dog food) 
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Some tips and suggestions to help 
ensure personal and collective well- 
beins in the face of police violence 
(and other adversities) 


dist. by Sprout Distro 
POBox 68271 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49516 
sproutdistro.com 

Health and Safety at Militant Actions is a 
must-have for any protester in this day and 
age. With the increased use of “less-lethal" 
weapons by the police, more protesters are 
being hurt and are unprepared. The zine gives 
info on how to protect yourself while protesting 
— including what clothing to wear, techniques 
to lower the risk of injury from tear gas and 
pepper spray, and basic protest first aid 
procedures. Available for order or in pdf form. 
(GoGo) 
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idiiuuwneisnip, ana me owning classes. 
Samara Hayley Steele points out that to really 
let capitalism collapse there should (or must?) 
be other different "new social spaces in which 
post-capitalist identities and practices can 
evolve." She describes the roots of the 
squatting movement in the European 
Autonomous Movement that quickly spread to 
the United States. 

Samara has the curious question in mind if 
and how far the living reality in squats might 
be a practice of those post-capitalist social 
spaces. The question carries on when she 
ends with "everyone seems to have a different 
idea about what squatting is, what it could be, 
and how it should be represented.” (eoh) 


howjt^should be represented." (eoh) j 
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I Thanks if you purchased a 2017 Slingshot 
Organizer - they are how we pay to print and 
distribute this newspaper for free. We still have 
.copies if you want to order some. Also we have 
^■some returns so if you can distribute a few free 

I ! copies to low-income people, prisoners, 
immigrants or teens or others who couldn't 
otherwise have an orgnaizer, let us know! 
(please no requests for just one copy, though). 

If you want to help make the 2018 
Organizer, we need your help. It's just a 

_ . hon/Hfi il r»f nnnnlci mrvrl/in/i --:_j._ _ 
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art, completely translated into Spanish and 
connecting the struggle against the PIC in the 
United States to other places such as 
Palestine and Argentina, this is a must read. 
Perhaps best of all, it's free to people in 
prisons, jails and detention centers! (A. Iwasa) 
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Free Mutulu Free Oscar Free Jamil aMNWH 


INSIDE 



Free Leonard Free Red Fawn Free Chelsea 
Peltier! Faille! Manning! 



Free All Political Prisoners! 
Call or Tweet the President 
202-456-1111 @POTUS 


♦#DisruptJ20 - 
Ungovemablo2017 

♦ Solidarity with 
Standing Rock Grand 
Jury Resistant! 

♦The Best Defense Is 
a Good Offense 

♦ Parliamentary Coup 
in Brazil Criminalizes 
the MST 

♦ Anti-Klan Researcher 
Daryta Lamont Jenkins 
in LA. Jan. 15, 6pm 


♦PART'S 30th Anni¬ 
versary Feb 11, 7pm 



Anti-Racist Action 
PO Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 

Tired of knowing what we're against but 
never seeing the materialization of what we’re 
for? The need for proactive action is perpetual. 
Turning The Tide: A Journal of Inter-communal 
Solidarity (TTT) focuses on the necessity of 
radical organizing, education, and analysis in 
the face of white supremacy, colonialism, 
ecological devastation, fascism and the perils 
of empire. This journal has been published for 
29 years and is produced by Anti Racist 
Action- LA (ARA-LA) and People Against 
Racist Terror (PART). 

Starting as A Journal of Anti Racist Action, 
its name was later changed to highlight the 
recognition that in order to effectively organize 
for the liberation of all, we need to be clear 
about what we stand for as opposed to what 
we stand against. This is true for coalition 
building and networking across ideological 
lines. It's for this reason that at times, TTT may 
publish articles that are contradictory along 
ideological lines, but remain consistent that 
POC and Indigenous liberation is the goal, and 




society, artfully discussed in a frame or 
comparison between modern societal issues 
and industrialized animal brutality. Rayson 
describes and details their views by drawing 
connections between the corporate farming 
and meat industry and the natural damage 
done to human society by capitalist institutions' 
deterioration of basic rights — the connections 
made are, in my opinion, understandably 
passionate and well-written, though a bit dense 
for it to be considered light reading by most. 
Rayson details the intensity of effects on 
economic, sociological, and political justice 
with ambition, bringing both the violent shift 
from indigenous anarchical societies to 
colonialist domination and that shift's modern- 
day echoes to their discussion. I found this 
piece to be very well-done and dense in a way 
that makes sense for the huge net of topics 
Rayson discusses. Recommended for anyone 
. who likes re-reading paragraphs a few times 
over, (dog food) 


510 BAD SMUT 
C/O Absolutely Zippo 
PO Box 4985 
Berkeley, CA 94704 


muoniavc iui any piuicoici mi uiio uay anu 

age. With the increased use of “less-lethal’’ 
weapons by the police, more protesters are 
being hurt and are unprepared. The zine gives 
info on how to protect yourself while protesting 
— including what clothing to wear, techniques 
to lower the risk of injury from tear gas and 
pepper spray, and basic protest first aid 
procedures. Available for order or in pdf form. 
(GoGo) 
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compiled by A. Iwasa 


The San Francisco Bay Area's premier 
events hotline, BAD SMUT (1-510-223-7688 
for those with phones too fancy to stick 

numbers 2-9 with three or four letters each) is 
now a print 'zine! 

For those of us stuck in the '90s or worse, 


jttle Black Cart books 
3 0 Box 3920 
Berkeley, CA 94703 

Here is the great idea: this zine is a call fcrj 
submissions to compile a book on Squatting! I 
(Interested people please write to 
a.iwasa@riseup.net) 

Thoughts on Squatting... is an inspiring first 
step for this project. A. Iwasa not only compiled 


this is quite a positive development. Not just a | 0t 0 f thoughts but even more questions on 
shows like the old Cleveland Mosh Team's squatting. 

Mosh Line, BAD SMUT includes political )n fog introduction he lets us participate in 
events and the print edition has scene reports Travels and introduces us to a lot of 
not just for Bay Area punx, but also Humboldt different squats, collective and co-op houses 
County and the non-show or political Leona ma j n |y j n the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Canyon. (A. Iwasa) v some other places. He also draws 


i 

M 


I Thanks if you purchased a 2017 Slingshot 
Organizer - they are how we pay to print and 
distribute this newspaper for free. We still have 
.copies if you want to order some. Also we have 
Isome returns so if you can distribute a few free 
[copies to low-income people, prisoners, 
immigrants or teens or others who couldn't 
otherwise have an orgnaizer, let us knowi 
(please no requests for just one copy, though). 

If you want to help make the 2018 
JOrganizer, we need your help. It's just a 

( handful of people working on the project so a 
single additional person makes a huge 

I difference. Join us, no experience necessary, 
and it's super fun and social: 

• May/June: We’ll edit the historical dates. 
Send us suggestions for dates and holidays | 
we should include. 

• June 25-July 24: Artists draw the calendar 
[section. If you want to draw a 4 week section, 
let us know. We call/email the radical contacts 
to update the list - send us corrections in July 
or volunteer to help with the update. 

• July 28-30: Art and editing party to put the 
Organizer together. If you’re in the Bay Area, 
drop by for an hour or the whole weekend. It is ( 
|a fun participatory project - no experience 
necessary. 

I No matter where you are, you can send us 
art to paste here and there, cover submissions, 
feature essays for the back, the letters A-Z, the i 

numbers 1-31, the names of each month, and ) 
___ 
























June 16 - 18^fc* 4 

Allied Media Conference Detroit Mlalliedmedia.org 


<*un& &d FRtE AfjL 

-S-”* Dolores Part, San Francis co 

June 29 - July 6^BBHBP WHKm »* i 

Earth First! Round River Rendezvous earthfirstjournal.org 


\ May 28 • 10-6 pm FREE ALL 

| Los Angeles Zine Fest. California Market Ctr. Iazinefest.com 


far* • 

I sa" Fiancisco* "” July VTfSeeM lA6ES 

- 4§ Rainbow G athering - Oregon 

■ July 27-27 FREE ALL ... ydl 

e| Speak for Wolves conference - 220 Yellowstone Ave, WestJ 
g Yellowstone, MI sDeakforwQlves.or g 

Join Slingshot to publish the 2018 Organizer. 3124 ShattucoB 
Ave. Berkeley slingsh ot.tao.ca U 

j&P^TugUSt 3-8 FREE ALE -'41 

. Bay Area Black & Brown Punk Fest Oakland, CA Jp 


p£S Projed New Brunswick permaculture cc 
Knowlesville, Cartodaprar^g^Jg^ 
^ ^ Convergent 


urrv theme The Resistance. John Jay College for 
il Justice 540 West 59 Street NYC ieftforum.org j 


June 4 • noon free all ages 

Unpermitied 50th anniversary of Summer of Love be-in. 
Meet at Haight/Ashbury and walk to Golden Gate park 


August 20 • 7 pm free all ages v ' U p 

Slingshot new volunteer meeting / article brainstorm 

for issue #125. 3124 Shattuck Ave. Berkeley slingshot.tao.ca 


51 

East Bay Bike Party 2nd Friday of each month 


I August 26 FREE ALL AGES^^ W 

I Seattle Anarchist Book Fair. Vera Project N.Warren 
I Ave/Republi can St Seattleana rchistbookfair.net , 

September 16*10-6 pm free H 4 

22nd annuai Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair. Omni Commons 
4799 Shattuck Oakland, bayareaanarcbistbookfair.coin^g 


June 10 * noon-10 pm freeallage^^H 

San Francisco Free Folk Fest 450 Church St. sffolkfest.org 


September 23 • 3 


pm FREE ALL AGES^| 

f|]9£j£[8[fcled^dline for issue #125 $lingshot@tao.ca 


June 11 FREE ALL AGES^HBHHHl 

International Day of Solidarity with Anarchist Prisoners 
events many place june11.org 


October 8 • noon-9 pm^'^B 

El Cerrito Free Folk Fest 540 Ashbury Ave 
ecfosffo!kfe$t,org/wordpres$/^«*BB| 












